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.. ENVIRONMENTAL. IMPACT STATEMENT
FOR
KONA GOLF COURSE

KEEI, SOUTH KONA, HAWAII

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

COUNTY OF HAWAII

INTRODUCTION

The County of Hawaii through its Department of Parks and Recreation has proposed to
develop a public golf course at Keei, South Kona, as part of a planned recreational
complex which would include the Palemano Point-area. The purpose of this complex is
to provide increased recreational opportunities and facilities for the West Hawaii
region. By extension, it would also serve to increase the availability of such
opportunities and facilities throughout the County.

Public recreational areas and facilities are seriously lacking in the VWest Hawaii
region in relation to the size of the population.1 In addition, the geographic
distances involved in traveling to existing public recreation areas and- facilities are
quite great, The proposed complex of which the golf course is a part would help to
correct the region's recreational deficiency while being in a location more central

' to the existing population distribution.

. The golf course project is one of many recreational facilities proposed for the Kona

region., By developing various facilities at the same time, a range of recreatiocnal
opportunities can be provided and different recreational interests can' be served.

nt’

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Historical Background
The proposed project was planned early in the 1960's. Several long-range plans have

called for the development of a recreational complex, including a public regiomal golf
course in South Kona, to serve the needs of the West Hawaii region. These include:

. A Plan for Koma, by Harland Bartholomew and Associates, 1960.

Until the 1971 revised General Plan was adopted by the County Council,

A Plan for Koma served as the general plan for the Kona region. Imn this
plan, nine resort centers, concentrated along the coast to the north L
and south of Kailua were described. One center was suggested at Palemano
Point with a golf course just to the south. It should be noted here that

in the 1971 revised General Plan, the Palemano Point area was not designated
for resort use.
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The policy decision to proce

West Hawaii Highway Corridor Study (Environmental and Urban Design

Proposals for Hawaii: West Hawaii Project), prepared by Belt, Collins

and Associates for the National Foundation on the Arts and Humanities,

the State Department of Transportation, and the County of Hawaii, June, 1968.

This study refers to a joint State-County memorandum outlining a planning
study for the "Kealakekua Historic Conservation Area'. The memorandum
states in part that "(the coastal areas from Kaawaloa to Honaunau) should
be developed under a common plan.,.." It calls for the "Development of

a municipal golf curse and recreation center in the area mauka of the
present Keei road."

Park Development Plans: Kalapana-Kaimu, Hookena, Palgméno Point,
Kiholo Bay, by Sanford C. Hill for the Department of Parks and Recreation,
County of Hawaii, 1968,

An 18-hole golf course is one of the recreational facilities planned for a
South Kona Coast complex of historical and recreation areas. This plan
also calls for a park at Palemano Point.

The South Kona Coast Historic and Recreation Area, Island of Hawaii, by
the Offices of Thomas Crelghton and George Walters for the Lieutenant
Governor, February, 1969.

This plan outlines a scenic corridor along Kealakekua Bay which loops
past a golf course mauka of Mokuakae Bay and ends at Honaunau Bay.

General Plan, County of Hawaii, 1971,

Under the Courses of Action for the Recreation element, South Kona district,
the plan states "Develop a regional public golf course.” -

State Comprechensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP), Department of Planning

and Economic Development, State of Hawaii, 1971.

The 1971 SCORP notes that a County golf course is planned in South Kona.
In the 1969 SCORP the Keei-Palemano Point area was delineated as a
potential recreation service centric, i.e., an area with the potential to be

"a regional, multi-purpose complex which is planned and developed as a unit....

tions made by the 1969, 1970, and 1971 Legislatures and by the Hawaii County Coumncil.
These appropriations are: '

*

ACT 155. SLH 1969: $200,000 for the Keei Golf Course; comstruction of

first "mine" of 18-hole public golf course (supplement to local appropriation).

ACT 187, SLH 1970: $200,000 ($350,000 local matching); Kona {Keei) Golf

Course; incremental construction of a regulation 18-hole municipal course,
complete with clubhouse and driving range facilities, :
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- ACT 197, SLH 1971:- $250,000; Kona (Keei) Golf Course development;
incremental construction of a regulation 18-hole municipal golf course;
design and construction of clubhouse, driving range and parking faci-
lities (to supplement prior appropriation and to be supplemented by
$250,000 local matching).

. ORDINANCE 192: adopted January 15, 1968; $25,000.

- ORDINANCE 327: adopted June 17, 1970; $375,000.

. ORDINANCE 409: adopted June 16, 1971; $250,000,

The above ordinances refer to a Kona (Keei) Golf Course and are actually the budgets
adopted by the County Council for Capital Improvement Projects.

In implementing the policy decision to develop the golf course at Keei, William Bell,
golf course architect, was hired by the County in 1970 to develop the golf course
design. In 1971, Anthropological Research International was contracted to conduct an
archaeological investigation.

The policy decision to develop a public golf course at Keei and the realization of the
proposed project was interrupted by two transitional changes in State regulations.

The first of these is the State Land Use Commission's revised regulations. Under the
old SLUC regulations, golf courses were considered permitted uses in an Agricultural
District. The revised regulations amended on August 4, 1969, deleted golf courses as
permitted uses in the Agricultural District, It has, therefore, been necessary to
apply for a Special Use Permit for the proposed golf course, A Permit Application

"~ has been filed with the Hawaii County Planning Commission. Action on the application

has been pending the acceptance of this document.

The second change was the requirement of environmental impact statements for any
project involving State funds and/or lands under the Governor's Executive Order of
August 23, 1971. This requirement is being fulfilled by this document,

Recreational Aspects

In the past decade golf has become an increasingly popular sport with all segments of
the population on both a national and state level. As a result, there has been a
corresponding -demand and nzed for golf courses, especially public ones which enable
people to participate at a minimal cost,

Golf is one of several recreational activities which are regarded as "suppressed" in
that participation is limited by the supply of facilities. SCORP statistics show a

low participation rate for golf. These statistics may reflect the lack of golf facili-
ties for "as revealed by survey data recreational behavior is contingent upon availabi-

lity and accessibility, in other words, it is supply generated."? The 1971 SCORP _
cites golfing as a new activity which "residents throughout the State express a desire
to try...."3 It should be pointed out here that Kona is in a transition from an
agriculturally based economy. This transition gives people more leisure time in that
many residents will be working the usual 8-hour day rather than the agricultural day
which extends beyond 8 hours. The lack of school teams, junior golfers, etc,, in the
Kona area may also reflect the lack of a reasonably priced golf facility.
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Presantly, there is one public golf course in the County of Hawaii. It is located in
Hilo, the population, commercial and governmental center of the island. The large

size of the island, coupled with the existing characteristics of population distri- _
bution, present situations for the County of Hawaii which are unlike those of the other
islands in the State. Such situations often require the duplication of County-provided
facilities so as to serve the various areas of population concentration, A single

facility in one part of the island almost never adequately serves the entire population.

The Palemano Point recreational complex is foreseen as the major beach and picnicking
area for North and South Kona. Because prime beach areas, especially sandy ones, are
extremely rare due to the relative geologic youth of the island, the proposed Palemano
Point complex is also expected to be used by residents from throughout the island as
well as by visitors. The proposed 18-hole golf course, which would be mauka of
Puuhonua Road, is intended to round out the recreational complex by providing a range
of activities.

Except. for the Hilo Municipal Golf Course, all of the existing courses on the island,
of which there are seven, are private courses open to the public. Two of these are
9-hole courses. There are also plans for the proposed construction of additional
private courses,

The Hawaii Island Golf Association (HIGA) iz the coordinating organization for most
of the various golf clubs and activities on the island. The functions of HIGA are to
oversee golf. activitjes, in particular those relating to the public course, and to
assign handicaps to members of the association and participating clubs, Participation

in tournaments is limited to those golfers with registered handicaps in the association.

An estimated 1,500 golfers belong to various golf clubs and approximately twice that

‘number participate but do not belong to clubs.

One of the basic purposes of the proposed golf course at Keei is to provide increased
recreational opportunities in West Hawaii. Although there is a private course in the
Keauhou area of North Kona, the proposed public course will make it possible for the
many people who cannot afford the higher costs of the private courses to become active
participating golfers. This is borne out by the differing costs of public and private
courses,

At the Keauhou-Kona Country Club, green fees for residents and guests staying in the
Keauhou area are $7.50 per person. Rentals for carts are $8.00 and these are mandatory
in that the course is made for riding. Annual single membership is $364 and $464 for
family membership. Annual membership entitles members to unlimited play, however,
cart fees are still mandatory for each round of play. At the Hilo Municipal Golf
Course, basic green fees on weekdays are $2.00 per person and $3.00 on weekends.

Cart rentals are $7.00, but these are optional in that tl.e couxse has been designed
for walking and most golfers do walk. Monthly cards are also available for $10.00
and the golfer may play an unlimited number of times during the month on his card.

In addition, reduced rates are available for students and retired persons. Students
less than 18 years of age can play at any time for a 50¢ green fee. They can also
obtain monthly cards for $4.00. Retirees pay a $1.00 fee on weekdays and a $1.50 fee
on weekends. These fees cover the entire day. Monthly cards for retirees cost $5.00,
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- and gymnasia, swimming pools, and tennis courts. Stadia and arenas, and other municipal

-

This points out a great difference in the expenses incurred at a private course as
compared with a public one. To golf on a Saturday would cost a resident twosome $23.92
(grem fees, mandatory cart and tax) at Keavhou. The same twosome would pay a fee of .
$6,00 at the Hilo Municipal Golf Course (without cart), or 67¢ if they have monthly
cards on a prorated basis. For students and retirees, the daily prorated costs based,
on monthly cards are 13¢ and 17¢ respectively. The fees listed are the current ones
and are subject to change. The minimal costs at a publiec course can be expected to
stimulate greater participation in the sport.

Opponents of the golf course claim that the high initial costs, compounded by
maintenance costs, cannot justify the construction of one. Admittedly, operation and
maintenance costs at the Hilo Municipal Golf Course are greater than its income. The
operation of a public facility at a loss is also common to beach parks, athletic'fields

recreational facilities would not be justifiable on the basis of active participants
(football, baseball, basketball, boxing, etc.), however, upon considering the number
of passive participants (spectators) as well as the added benefits of the facility to
the community, such projects become more reasonable to the public's eye.

At the present time, the provision of the aforementioned facilities for public use
supersedes a profit motive. The Department of Parks and Recreation feels that the
assessment of user fees may tend to discourage the participation of many people at
public facilities. For example, the Mauna Kea Beach Hotel charges $2.00 for guests
of the hotel, and $5.00 for non-guests to play on its temnis courts and, similarly,
the Kona Surf charges $2.00 for guests and $4.00 for non-guests. The County provides
gimilar facilities at no cost to the players., '

It should be noted here that golf is the only recreational activity sponsored by the
County for which there is a charge to the participants. In a sense, the golfer is
Wsubsidizing" the County in the provision of a public facility. - .

Further, tourists are given playing priority at private courses, most of which are
associated with resort developments. For those courses associated with resort develop-
ments, where there axe 2 certain number of rooms with a certain occupancy rate, it can
be expected that resident golfers will find it more and more difficult to gain access
to such courses as the room inventory and occupancy increase.

The main purpose of the proposed Kona Golf Course is to serve local residents.
Operational policies, such as those in force at the Hilo Municipal Golf Course, will
favor the local golfers. Monthly cards will be made available, clubs will be allowed
to schedule tournaments on an annual basis, and individuals will be able to make.
reservations on shorter notice, e.g., one week in advance. .

Physical Aspects

Proposed facilities fof the proposed project are the 18-hole course; a defined, paved
parking area; a practice driving range; practice tees and greens; a c¢lubhouse; a
maintenance yard; and a nursery. Also included is the spur road off Puuhonua Road which

' will provide access to the golf course. These are {1lustrated on the attachment showing

the proposed layout of the facility. It should be noted that at this time construction
plans for the golf course and irrigation well have been finalized.
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Construction of the golf course is estimated to take one and one-half to two years.
The commencement of the' project is dependent upon the approval of the Special Use
Permit application (see "Land Use Regulations") and the approval of the environmental
impact statement by the Governor.

Thus far, $1.3 million have been appropriated for the development of the golf course.
These funds are 50% State and 50% County,

Preliminary construction plans for the proposed golf course indicate that the area will
be graded to smooth out the rough terrain. WNo deep grading will occur. The area will
be covered with a minimum of eight inches of topsoil. Sand will be used in combination
with the topsoil. It is also possible that cinder ash may also be used. An estimated
maximum of from 275,000 to 300,000 cubic yards of topsoil will be needed. Pockets of
soil are available at the site. It is not yet known where the additional topscil and
sand needed for the construction of the cnurse will be obtained. Possible sources are
discussed under the section "Land Ownership". A special permit will be required for
quarrying purposes if sources are found in areas designated Agriculture by the State
Land Use Commission.

Vegetation for the course would basically be tif dwarf bermuda grass with various
kinds of landscaping trees. These trees would include coceonut, Norfolk Island pine,
African tulip, autograph or Scotch attorney, royal poinciana, fiddle leaf fig, crape
myrtle, mokeypod, tecoma, mountain apple, and jacaranda.

During the actual construction of the course, when the terrain is most vulnerable

to erosion, precautions will be taken to minimize adverse effects to the surrounding
areas. Dry wells will be constructed to retain any possible loss of topsoil. The
Department of Agriculture will be consulted during the planting program to insure that
sufficient groundcover is planted. to minimize future erosion.

In maintaining the course, fertilizers, fungicides, herbicides and insecticides will
be applied to the course, The exact composition of the ingredients and the amounts
that will be applied are not known at this time. The fertilizer will be a standard
composition of nitrogen, phosphorus and potash., The fungicide would most likely be

the biodegradable paraquat. The insecticide may be Diazonon, Melathion, Benzine-
Hexachloride or Lindana. The fungicide and insecticide would probably be applied

once a week on the greens. (Programs similar to those used by the Keauhou and Mauna
Kea Beach Golf Cairses are anticipated. Their applications- are found in the Appendix.)
They will be used in accordance with Food and Drug Administration regulations.

As part of the Kona water system, the Department of Water Supply plans to install a
trunk line to service the Napoopoo area. The proposed clubhouse would most likely
tap into this line for drinking water.

The Department of Parks and Recreation plans to install a well for the purpose of
irrigating the course. The water may be brackish which would be satisfactory for
irrigation use. Further tests need to be made to determine the water quality and the
recharge rate. '

The County of Hawaii Sewerage Master Plan proposed a South Kona sewerage system with a
1.2 MGD capacity wastewater treatment facility to be located approximately one mile
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south of Kealakekua Bay along Puuhonua Road. The plan states that "wastewater recla-
mation and reuse is considered with effluent being used to irrigate a proposed golf
course located above the Palemano Point area."? Until the wastewater treatment facility
is constructed, the Department of Parks and Recreation is comsidering the use of a
self-contained sewage unit to serve the proposed golf course facilities,

Electricity is presently available up to one-half mile beyond the village of Napoopoo

in the vicinity of the County rubbish dump. One spur off this line serves Keei Beach.
The existing line will have to be extended to serve the proposed golf course site,

SITE DESCRIPTION

The Kona region is on the western side of the island of Hawaii, the southeasternmost
and youngest of the islands in the Hawaii~n Chain. In the Pelynesian language system,
Kona denotes the leeward or sheltered side of an island, .

Location

The proposed golf course site is in the ahupua'a of Keei in the judicial district of
South Kona and is described as a portion of parcel 9 of Tax Map Key 8-3-04. The site
consists of approximately 220 acres of land mauka of Puuhonua Road and is owned by
the Bishop Estate. The actual golf course is expected to occupy about 170 acres of
that area. This area lies about midway between Napoopoo and Honaunau, It is to be
southeast of' Kealakekua Bay, which is designated as a marine conservation zone with
Class AA waters, Almost all the waters off the Kona coast are classified as AA,

The site is also to the north of the City of Refuge Natiomal Historic Park.

The western boundary of the proposed course would be approximately 1,500 feet from
Mokuakae Bay where it will abut Puuhénua Road for about 1,800 feet. This boundary will
curve mauka at a point inland from Keomo Point, where the southwesterly boundary would
range from approximately 3,000 to not quite 4,000 feet from the ocean. The course
would run from about 40 feet to 320 feet in elevatlon. The attached map shows this
in detail.

Soils
The Soil Comservation Servzce fieldchecked the proposed site and made the following
comments:

The soils on the parcel are Waiaha, extremely stony silt loam, 6 to 12
percent slopes (WHC).. Waiaha soils are well drained volcanic ash soils,
high in fertility. Effective rooting depth is generally 15 to 20 inches,
Erosion hazard is moderate. Lava flows--pahoehoe (rlw) also occur on the
parcel. This miscellaneous land type is characterized by a billowy,
‘glassy surface which is relatively smooth. In some areas, the surface is
rough and pressure domes are common. There is practically no soil cover-
ing the pahoehce.

....Approximately 50% of the land has the Waiaha soil, the remaining 50%
is pahoehoe.
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Productivity and Existing Vegetation

Combining soil characteristics with other pertinent factors such as rainfall, the
Land Study Bureau has rated the productivity of this areas as PNE", ‘or very poor. .
The land, however, is presently used for cattle grazing. In the mauka area, particu-
larly above the 300-~foot elevation, about five head of cattle can be supported on 10
acres of land for about six months of the year. Vegetation in this area consists
primarily of ekoa (haole koa), natal redtop, lantana, some cactus, guinea and bermuda
grasses, The soil deposit is greater in this area than at lower elevations. In the
lower section of the proposcd site the vegetation basically consists of sparse kiawe
trees, lantana, and opiuma. For about half 95 the year, about 25 acres of land in
*this section can support one head of cattle.

Climate

Kona, being the leeward side of the island, has a mild climate, for which it is well
known. The mountain masses of Mauna Kea, Mauna Loa, and Hualalai deflect the prevailing
northeasterly tradewinds so that they do mot have much direct bearing on the wind system
of the Kona area, In fact, the prevailing wind pattern in Kona is a diurnal land and
sea breeze circulation. This pattern is primarily due to the differential heating and
cooling of land and ocean as well as to the influence of the mountain masses.

Based on information available from the closest rainfall station at Napoopoo, mean
annual rainfall in the area of the proposed site is about 38 inches, ranging from a
mean monthly low of 2.05 inches in February te a mean monthly high of 4.10 inches in
September. The wetter months are May through September.8 Rainfall is typically

spotty in distribution and highly variable in duration and intensity. The district,
however, is subject to high intensity rainstorms that can cause localized flooding.

As the soil is highly permeable, most of the rainfall percolates into the basal aquifer.
‘ Basal water ultimately escapes into the ocean, but it is not known whether fresh water
is flowing into Mokuakae Bay.’ = o

August is generally the warmest month with a mean monthly maximum température TS 840°F,
The coolest month is February with a mean monthly minimum temperature of 63°F,

Groundwater

Basal groundwater is found near sea level, It is brackish to saline at the shore and
for several thousand feet to several miles inland. Little is known about the ground-
water hydrology of this area. :

There are no perennial streams in this region. The only flow which enters the ocean is
runoff from intense rains.

Endangered Species
There are no known endangered species in the area.

Historic Sites ]

The proposed golf course site is located in close proximity to areas of historical
importance: Kealakekua Bay, the City of Refuge at Honaunau Bay, and the Moku'ohai
Battlefield.

Anthropological Research International surveyed the proposed golf course site area for
the Department of Parks and Recreation. More than 22 sites were located. It was
recommended that as many sites as possible be preserved and incorporated into the land-
scape of the golf course, regardless of the evaluation of the sites' value. In their

o m——aan [ el i £ e i

-yt
3

i

PN

: B

i1

| |

1

R

(-

o

P

TR B R RO hrmee by 1e




.

tion is pending before the County Planning Commission.

report, Anthropological Research International stated that:

With cegard to golf courses in general--the proposed Keei golf course
would probably be the first of its kind with traps and obstacles which
could incorporate archaeological phenomenon within its boundaries. 1In
addition, the surrounding area could be restored, through the use of
native Hawaiian Elants and vegetables, to appear somewhat similar to the
early landscape. 2

The majority of the sites located in the survey consists of walls, platforms, and

storage vaults. These sites and supportive research by Anthropological Research
International indicate the area to be one of prehistoric and transitional agriculture.

The opinion of the State Preservation Officer was sough to alleviate the potential
conflicts over the disposition of historic sites on the proposed site. To date, we
have not received a reply. However, the recommendation of Anthropological Research
International in the preservation and incorporation of sites into the landscape will
be taken. This will be done in compliance with Chapter 6, Hawaii Revised Statutes,
to insure that these sites are available should they be determined to be worthy of
placement on either the Hawaii Register of Historic Places or the National Register
of Historic Places.

LAND USE REGULATIONS

The State Land Use Commission has designated the proposed site area.as Agriculture.
Under Section II-C-2,14-f of the State Land Use District Regulations, golf courses. are

" not considered a permitted use. A Special Use Permit is therefore needed before the

proposed golf course can be developed.  As of this date, the Special. Use Permit applica-

LR !

County zoning of the area is Unplanned. This zoning considers a golf course to be a

. permitted use. The County General Plan Land Use Pattern Allocatiom Guide Map (see

Appendix) delineates the proposed site as Open, which includes open space recreation
areas. Surrounding lLand Use Allocation designations are Low Density Urban. Makai of
Puuhonua Road there are Medium Density Urban designations and scattered Resort designa-
tions set back from the shoreline. It should be noted that designated land uses on
the Ceneral Plan Land Use Pattern Allocation Guide Map are ''long-range guides to
general location and will be subject.to: a) existing zoning; b) State Land Use
District; and c¢) zone guide map and interpretation.” 3

'LAND OWNERSHIP

The proposed site, ovned by the Bishop Estate, was negotiated for by the County of
Hawaii in conjunction with the acquisition of Palemano- Point as a beach park area.

In July of 1972, t&& County of Hawaii and Bishop Estate reduced its negotiations to a
written agreement. The agreement contained three separate segments, each dependent

- on the other.

FEVEL IV



The first segment required Bishop Estate to dedicate to the County of Hawaii in
fee simple land necessary for the right-of-way for the proposed highway between

Napoopoo and Honaunau, The County shall accept dedication no later than December 31, -

1973, and shall start construction.on the roadway by October 1, 1974, Should the
County fail to award a contract for construction of the highway within one year after
dedication, title to such land shall revert to Bishop Estate.

The second segment required Bishop Estate to dedicate in fee simple 223 acres of land
for the Keei golf course, subject to court approval. Dedication of a 60-foot wide
right-of-way for access to the golf course site from the Napoopoo-Honaunau recad is
also required. Failure to enter into a contract to construct the golf course within
one year after dedication shall cause title to the land to revert to Bishop Estate.
Other conditions are:

1., Dedication by Bishop Estate of an appropriate well site in fee simple, if
needed, to irrigate the golf course;

2, Appropriate easements for water and electrical lines and access from well
site to reservoir site;

3. Appropriate reservoir site in fee simple;
4, Appropriate water line easements;
5, Bishop Estate Lo provide utility easements;

6. County shall use materials now existing on site for golf course development.
If on-site materials are insufficient, suitable locations shall be explored
and Bishop Estate will make materials available to the County for removal
and use on the golf cocurse, The County shall restore all borrow sites to an
acceptable environmental condition usable by Bishop Estate for any future
land use contemplated therefor.

7. Prior to dedication, the County had the option to lease the 223-acre site
for 55 years.

" The third segment of the agreement refers to Palemano Point Park.site which Bishop
Estate was to.lease to the County for a term of 55 years with an option to purchase
during the first five years of the lease term. The pertinent conditions are:

1. All rents paid under the lease up to time of exercise of the option shall be
applied to the purchase price, .

2. The purchase price after exercise of the option to purchase during the first-
two years of the term of lease shall be the fair market value of the premises
as of October 1, 1972, '

3. Appraisal of the premises shall be based on the present condition as of
October 1, 1972, that is, the fair market value determined without regard
to any anticipated enhancement of value based upon the County's plan of
development, including but not limited to the development of the proposed
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highway, the golf course, the anticipated future availability of water,
utilities and other amenities, landscaping and proposed uses of the County.

In May of 1973, a hearing15 was held in Honolulu before Judge Masato Doi for court
approval of the Trustees' dedication of lands to the County for the Keei Golf Course
and the Honaunau-Napoopoo Road. Court approval for the dedication of the lands was
granted.

At the present time, dedication of iands for the road and the golf course is held in
abeyance, pending the outcome of the EIS acceptance. Negotiations for Palemano Point
is also postponed pending the EIS acceptance. The appraisals for Palemano Point have
been completed. ’

Dedication of lands for the road and Keei Golf Course and negotiation for purchase of

Palemano Point, at the present time, depends on the acceptability of the golf course
EIS,

OTHER PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS PROPOSED IN THE AREA

In addition to the appropriations made for the proposed golf course, other public
improvements have been planned for the area.

Under Act 155, SLH 1969, an appropriation was made to the Division of State Parks for a
"Kealakekua Bay State Historical Park'. The appropriation was for historical and _
archaeological research and the acquisition of private lands to combine with State lands.
Act 187, SLH 1970, appropriated funds for plans and -onstruction of an underwater park

- at Kealakekua Bay. The status of both of these projects is unknown at the present time.

Monies have been appropriated for two road projects in the area, The first is the
mauka road leading to Mapoopoo. Under Act 155, SLH 1969, $45,000 was appropriated for
plans and land acquisition to widen, realign, and improve the road leading from the
Belt Highway to the Napoopoo-Kealakekua Bay area. The County provided $45,000 matching
funds and the State/County total was matched with a Federal fund of $90,000. The total
appropriation amounted to $180,000. Act 197, SLH 1971, provided for a $100,000 appro-
priation to supplement the prior appropriation and to be matched by the County for

the planning and initial land acquisition for the widening, realignment and improvement
to five and one-half miles of road leading from the Belt Highway to Kealekekua Bay.

The total of all appropriationms for this project is $380,000.

Appropriations have also been made to improve Puuhonua Road. Act 1535, SLH 1969,
provided $15,000 for plans and land acquisition to widen, realign, and improve the
coastal road from Napoopoo, Kealakekua Bay to Honaunau City of Refuge. The County
matched this appropriation with $15,000 and the total State/County share was matched
with $35,000 by the Federal Government bringing the total to $65,000. Imn 1970, Act 187
provided an additional $220,000 for land acquisitionm, plans and construction for the
improvement and realignment of the road. A equal amount was matched by the County
($220,000) and the State/County share matched with $440,000 Federal funds, thus totaling

$880,000. In 1971, Act 197 appropriated an additiomal $250,000 for the project which

was supplemented by $200,000 County funds and $600,000 in Federal funds bringing a

. total of $1,050,000. The entire appropriation for this project to date is $1,995,000.

Act 197, SLH 1971, made a $550,000 appropriation to the Department of Land and Natural
Resources for the extension of and improvements to the South Kona water system along
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the lower government main road from Keokea Junction towards Keei. This project is
now in the design stage' for the pipeline and reservoir,

$2,925,000 has already been funded for water and road improvements in the immediate
area adjacent to the proposed golf course., Appropriations for an underwater park

and a historical park for Kealakekua Bay have also been made. These projects will
certainly "urbanize" the area by providing amenities to improve present conditions
where they (amenities) are lacking or not up to urban standards. It should be noted
that these projects are independent of the golf course proposal and have already been
determined to be essential for the area. These projects will benefit not only the
residents of the area, but also the residents of the County as well as the State --
users have direct benefit and non-users have indirect benefit in that these projects
have made a contribution to our economy. . .

THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF THE PROPOSED ACTION

The proposed golf course will have several different kinds of impact on the environment.
For one thing, it will change the land use of the proposed site from low productivity
grazing to public recreation. The land would be used more intensely under public
recreation and by more persons, The area in which the proposed site is located is
relatively undeveloped and the proposed recreational complex is expected to increase

the number of persons visiting the area, particularly on weekends,

The proposed: project would also change the iandscape which is now existing. The area
is presently in open space and would still remain as open space should the golf course
be developed. It is the character of the open space, however, which would be altered.

. Existing vegetation would be replaced by that previously described under the subsection

on physical aspects in the Project Description.

Some effect on the groundwater hydrology of the area may occur. Because of the limited
information available on the ground water system of the area, the extent of the possible
effect is unknown. Most likely, if any effect does occur it would be due to the leach-
ing of materials necessary to maintain the course, such as fertilizers and herbicides.
Whether this would actually occur and whether these would reach the water table or the
ocean has not been determined. The U.S. S80il Conservation Service, Department of Land
and Natural Resources and Department of Health were consulted to this effect. (See
Appendix) None of their statements are totally conclusive, but they all indicate that
sound management practices would minimize unforesecen problems. The Department of

Parks and Recreation, in utilizing these sound management practices, shall first
consult with the Departments of Agriculture and Health prior to applying fertilizers
and biocides. In addition, should there be other agencies' requirements to be met,

the Department of Parks and Recreation shall conform to them, Upon receiving the '
approval of the appropriate agencies a program monitoring the application rate will be
conducted.

Should the project be realized, there is no question that slight alterations to the
existing topography and terrain would occur. The grading which is expected to be
necessary, however, will not be extensive. In addition, the top soil and sand which
will be brought in for landscaping will be an alteration to the existing terrain.
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The Soil Conservation Service has rated the suitability of the proposed site for
golf course use. In a letter to the Planning Director, dated Augnst 2, 1972, the
District Conservationist provided the following assessment:

1. Slight: These soils have few, if any, limitations for the use considered.

2. Moderate: These soils have one ox more properties that limit their use.
The limitation may be overcome by special measures or treatment. This will
increase the cost of the development or use over the normal cost expected
on soils with slight limitations.

3. Severe: These soils have one or more properties that seriously limit their
use. It may be possible to correct these limitations, however, the cost will

The major soil features used to rate the soil for golf fairways are: surface
texture, surface stones, depth to bedrock, subsoil permeability, and available
water holding capacity.

Most of the soils on the parcel are on slopes 6 to 20 percent. Waiaha soils

are rated severe for golf fairways, due to being extremely stony. Lava flows ~--
pahoehoe -- are rated very severe for golf fairways due to rock outcrops and
lack of practically any soil covering. .

Properties of soils described pertain to the top 5 feet of soil. No attempt
has been made to classify substratum geological material. -

" Corrections of the above-mentioned conditions are being partially made with the importa-

tion of top soil and sand.
Theze are no conflicts with any other known developments in the area.

There will be minor impact on historical sites within'the proposed site as most of them
which were located during the survey will be incorporated into the landscape of the

golf course.

Bishop Estate plans for development of lands in the area would have a definite impact
on the existing character of this area. Such plans include a resort south of the
golf course site. Their plans would be subject to the County's General Plan, adopted
as Ordinance 439. The General Plan Land Use Allocation Guide Map illustrates the
potential development which could occur in this area (see map in Appendix). The map
is a guide to future land use and must be reviewed in relation to the Gerneral Plan
document. It is not intended to be a firm directive but an indication of location
for various land uses. - ;

There will be both negative and positive impacts on the social environment of the area.
On one hand, a public recreational facility for the residents of West Hawaii will be
provided. This facility will be located central to the distribution of population.
Other aspects of this facility and its purposes have -been previously discussed. On
the other hand, development of the facility will have some effect on the existing
lifestyles of the area and thereby disrupt to some extent the lives of the residents




of the nearest areas (Napoopoo and Honaunau). Such an impact and/or disruption will
occur, however, with already planned and funded projects such as the Kealakekua Bay
Historical Park, the Kealakekua Underwater Park, the development of the water system,
and the two road improvement projects. Amenities for the area's development will
exist even without the County's development of the golf course and the recreational
complex will help to increase the rate at which the surrounding area is developed,
open space and accessible shorelines, both highly esteemed qualities in developed
areas, will be guaranteed to posterity.

ANY ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS WHICH CANNOT
BE AVOIDED SHOULD THE PROPOSAL BE IMPLEMENTED

Alterations of the physical terrain which would occur if the proposal were implemented
are unavoid~ble environmental effects. The extent of adverse effects stemming from
such alterations would be as minimal as possible. Should any major adverse effects
from grading be expected to occur, these would be corrected during the engineering
stages of the project.

Use of herbicides, fungicides, insecticides, and fertilizers may be considered an
adverse effect of the project. Sound management practices in accordance especially

-with the Department of Agriculture, Department of Health, and Soil Conservation

Service requirements should minimize this adversity. The Department of Parks and
Recreation shall consult the aforementioned agencies over the specific use of
fertilizers and biocides to minimize the effects of chemical residuals upon the
groundwater hydrology or the ocean. A program monitoring the application rates of

_ these specific substances shall be conducted by the Department of Parks and Recreation,

In order to avoid or to minimize dirvect flow of surface runoff into the ocean or into
the surrounding area, precautions will be made to channelize sheet flows and runoff
into sumps or siltation basins. Flanning for this type of erosion control will be
detailed during the preliminary engineering stages of this project. A sound planting
program will also enhance this erosion control.

The social environment of the proposed site aréa may be adversely affected. The
planned recreational complex is expected to attract more persons into the area.

Upon consulting the persomnel of the Hilo Municipal Golf Course and the Planning
Branch, Highways Division of the Department of Transportation, an estimate of 250
golfers and 500 vehicles per day on peak days (generally a Saturday or Sunday during
the summer) was’ arrived at. Additionally, therxe would be the potential for lamd costs
to rise due to the development of amenities. Development of areas general -planned for
low density urban and resort uses could be encouraged by the construction of the
recreational complex. It needs to be noted here, however, that pressures for develop-
ment in the area already exist and the golf course may not be a major factor in the
potential development of the area. 1In addition, if the golf course is not developed
but Palemano Point beach and the roads amd water system are, the impact of these develop-
ments on the lifestyles of the area would be the same, if not greater. Insofar as

real property taxes are concerned, a check with the Hilo Tax Office revealed that
persons living around the Hilo Municipal Golf Course are not directly affected by
proximity to the golf course in the assessment of the value of their property.
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ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED ACTION

With the alternative of not constructing a golf course at Keei, the County is also
faced with two options =-- the development or non-development of Palemano Poiunt as a
recreational complex, With the non-development of both the golf course and the
recreational complex the present character of the area will be maintained {until the
projects - totaling more than $2.9 million - for the area are completed); the already
appropriated $1.3 million by both the State and County of Hawaii could be ''saved" or

.redirected, but both golfers and non-golfers will be lacking recreational facilities.'

This alternative does not alleviate the pressure of resort development. State parks
and utilities totaling $2.9 million still have great impact. There is no guarantee
that a private golf course would not be built by developers within the areas designated
for resort development in the General Plan.

The opticn of no golf course but continued development of the recreational complex

at Palemano would result in the County losing its option to buy the Point lands at
the fair market value of October 1, 1972, Should the County desire to purchase the
land through condemnation procedures, the then current fair market value must be paid.
Only the increase in acquisition costs of these lands may surpass the $1.3 million
"saved" by not building the golf course, The development of the complex will alter
the present character of the land along with the already planned and funded access

and utility improvements totaling in excess of $2.9 million. Although on-golfers
stand to benefit, golfers will still face the high green fees which tend to discourage
local participation at the private courses. Again, resort pressuras will not be
alleviated and a private course in the area is not precludéd.

The next alternative is to consider locating the course in an area not requiring the

" issuance of a Special Permit by the State Land Use Commission. Cne such site has been

much discussed. This is the State-owned land at Kealakehe, adjacent to the Honokahau
Small Boat Harbor, currently designated Urban by the State Land Use Commission, Al-
though this site is located closer to the resort area of Kailua, the area has been
placed on the National Register of Historic Places. Location of the golf course in
this area could disrupt just as many sites of historical significance as at the pro-
posed Keei site, The integrity of the historic landmark could be jeopardized by

the proposed project at Honokahau. Large quantities of brackish water are discharged

‘along the coastline near the small boat harbor. The impact of a golf course .with

regard to water quality could be at least similar to that at Keei., Additionally,
there is no soil available at the site and borrow sites would not be as readily
available as-they are with the Keei proposal., Mean rainfall for the Honokahau area
is less than 20. inches as compared to_the approximately 40 inches (38 inches at the
closest station in Napoopoo) at Keei, This means an additional irrigation load for
the proposed Honokahau-Kealakehe golf course.

"The State also has proposed plans for the use of their lands mauka of the Queen

Kaahumanu Highway in the same Kealakehe area. The County is presently negotiating land
acquisition for the development of a regional spectator sport complex to coincide with
the State's residential development. A golf course is not a part of the combined plans
as sufficient land (approximately 200 acres) is not readily available. Furthermore,

no timetable has been set for this proposal. .
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The acquisition of the former Pacific Empress Golf Course has been suggested as an
alternative action. Presently, the golf course is unkept and over-grwon with
vegetation. Approximately 170 acres is the minimum requirement for a regulation sized
18-hole golf course. This former golf course was for nine holes so sufficient land

for an additional nine holes is required. Being in Kailua, 2 conservative estimate

of §15,000/acre would require approximately $2.5 million just for acquisition costs.
Additional monies must be appropriated for the construction of the golf course itself.
Here, the acquisition costs of privately-owned land would be prohibitive, Additionally,
the local golfers could face some competition from the tourist golfers for play.

The following alternative considers constructing the golf course in a district other
than North or South Kona. South Kohala and Kau Districts being the borders of the
Kona Districts are the logical considerations. Building a golf course outside of the
Kona Districts does not support our basic premise that public recreational facilities
are needed in Kona. A greater distance factor is introduced by going ot of the
district. A minimum of 35-40 miles is added by having to golf in South Kohala; much
greater distances must be travelled in order to reach Kau.

The idea of subsidizing local golfers' green fees at private courses could also be
considered, but this alternative would be short-termed rather than long-ranged as it
would be extremely expensive to implement this for any length of time. In essence,
the Hilo Municipal Golf Course provides this subsidy for the Hilo golfers with rates
lower than those found at private courses. At this course, however, golf carts are
not mandatory. Even with a green fees subsidy, the local golfers would not receive
the benefit of scheduling on an annual basis and the mandatory cart requirement must
still be contended with.

" One point stressed at the Public Hearing and at the ?1anning Commission's Workshop

was that the residents of South Kona are not really anti-golf, but anti-golf course

at Keei. This sentiment is based upon an anti-development of resorts at Keei. However,
the pressures of resort development are the same whether or not the golf course is
developed at Keei, as the Kealakekua Bay State Historical Park, two road improvement
projects, and one water system project have already been planned and funded for the
area. Although the golf course will increase the rate of residential or resort
development (urbanization) by adding to the distribution of amenities -- water, sewerage
treatment, and better roads, the implementation of the golf course/recreational complex
guarantees the preservation of open space and shorelines at "bargain'' costs. This

same guarantee does not exist with the aforementioned alternatives.

The environmental and social impact expected to occur from the golf course project
would be the same regardless of where the golf course were to be located.

RELATTONSHIP BETWEEN LOCAL SHORT-TERM USES OF MAN'S ENVIRONMENT
AND THE MAINTENANCE AND ENHANCEMENT OF LONG-TERM PRODUCTIVITY

The proposed golf course and recreational complex will benefit long-termed environmental
concerns. Golf courses are open space and in that sense it would positively enhance

the ecology and natural beauty of the environment, Possible future development poses

a threat to open space. Short-term uses of the environment under this proposed project
would basically tie into the long-term productivity mentioned above. The greatest '
value of the proposed project is that a large area will be assured of being maintained
as open space for public use.
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ANY IRREVERSIBLE AND IRRETRIEVABLE COMMITMENTS OF
RESOURCES WHICH WOULD BE INVOLVED IN THE PROPOSED ACTION

The major commitment of resources would be the top soil and sand involved in
developing the golf course. Other resources would include water for irrigation
purposes, land and labor. All of these resources, however, might be viewed as
recycled to another area than being irretrievably or irreversibly committed.

We also commit ourselves to the area's population growth and development. This
pop g

combination of archaeological sites, open space and recreation has been determined
to be the best choice (by the County) to enhance this commitment.

ECONCMIC AND SOCIAL ANALYSIS

The proposed golf course project has been a controversial one. Various individuals
and organizations have expressed the opinion that should the golf course be developed,
then land in the South Kona area will almost immediately be developed, thereby
destroying the existing lifestyles of the area. It has also been contended that the
course would be more for tourists than for residents. The objective of the project,
however, is to provide additional recreation opportunities and facilities in the Kona
area, It is expected that more persons will be able to participate in this suppressed
sport if the facility were developed. '

A survey of Konans was not conducted by the County to determine preferences and needs.
It is felt that surveys are not the most valid tool unless great expense and energy

is devoted in this regard., There is great difficulty in designing surveys to insure

‘that reliable input and conclusions are generated. However, a survey was conducted

by Joyce Crisafi and Friends in July 1973 in Kona, Hawaii. A preliminary picture of
recreational preferences is-perceivable, but the results remain inconclusive due to

its sampling methodology. Portions of this survey are included in the Appendix.

On October 11, 1973, a Planning Commission workshop was held at the Konawaena High &
Intermediate School Cafetorium, In addition to the views expressed at the earlier
public hearing, the participants had an opportunity to discuss the County's negotiations
with the B. P, Bishop Estate. These negotiations have already been discussed under

" Land Owmership.

Under the Resort element of the General Plan, the direction of development outlined
for South Koma is that of small hotels and minor developments.

Economically speaking, the estimated cost for developing the proposed course, practice
range, and other facilities is between $1.5 and $1.8 million. The Palemano Point plan
is estimated to cost in the neighborhood of $5 million or more.

As golf is one County-sponsored activity for which there is a charge, some revenue,
albeit small, is expected from the course. It should be noted, however, that one of
the functions of government is to provide facilities on a non-profit basis. Operating
costs for the Hilo Municipal Golf Course in fiscal year 1971 were $128,165.74 while
revenue totaled $69,842.25 for the same time period. The difference between these

 figures represent the function of government as carrying part of the burden of providing

a public facility. The Hilo Municipal employs 17 persons and a similar number of persons
would most likely eventually be employed at the Kona course. )
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FOOTNOTES

General Plan, County of Hawaii, 1971, PP. 67-68,

SCORP, 1971, p. 117.
Ibid, p. xii.

The South Kona Water System is presently supplied by two wells at Keei at

the 766-foot elevation. These have a total capacity of 0.86 MGD and a safe
capacity of 0.43 MGD, Average usage is 0.12 MGD and on days of heavy usage
may go as high as 0.18 MGD. According to the Department of -Water Supply, more
wells can be installed at Keel should the need arise. If all lands zomed less
than one acre were tO be developed, the Department of Water Supply estimates

that the demand would be about 0.63 MGD, excluding the Napoopoo area.

gewerage Study for all Urban and Urbanizing Areas of the County of Hawaii,

prepared by Sunn, Low, Tom, and Hara, Inc, for the County of Hawail, September,
1970, p. 34.

Letter to Planning Director from District Conservationist, Kona Soil & Water
Conservation District, August 2, 1972,

Information from University of Hawaii Extension Service agent.

Basic Water Resources Data: Tsland of Hawaii, DLNR Report R34, 1970, p. 49.

Preliminary Report on the Water Resources of the Kona Area, Hawaii, Dan A. Davis &

George Yamanaga, USGS in cooperation with DLNR, June, 1968.

Basic Water Resources Data: Island of Hawaii, p. 93.

Preliminary Report on the Water Resources of the Kona Area, Hawaii.

An Archacological Investigation of Lands for the Proposed County Golf Course in

Keei, South Kona, Hawaii, prepared by Anthropological Research Tnternational for

the Dept. of Parks and Recreation, County of Hawaii, 1972, pp. 1-2,
General Plan, County of Hawaii, p. 77.

Memorandum of Agreement on’ Proposed Napoopoo-Honaunau Road, Keei_ Golf Course
and Palemano Point Park, Keei, South Kona, Hawaii, July 24, 1972,

Civil No. 38360, Circuit Court of the First Circuit.

Basic Water Resources Data: Island of Hawaii, DLNR Report R34, 1970.
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I.
II.

Iv.

VI.

VII.

VIII.

IX.

II.
III.

1V,

SUMMARY OF PUBLIC HEARING HELD AUGUST 3, 1972, AT
KAINALIU, KONA, ALLOWING A SPECIAL PERMIT TO
DEVELOP THE KEEI MUNICIPAL GOLF COURSE

To complement an overall recreational plan of integrated
regional park and recreational complex at Palemano Point.

To provide ample recreational opportunities for the general
public, within a non-pro hibitive price range.

A second municipal golf course is needed for the 1500 registered
and 3000 non-registered golfers on the island. Moreover, a
pupulation increase adds to this demand.

The site is well suited, being part of a recreation complex
where land is available at practically no cost to the County,
where the terrain is appropriate, where rainfall is adequate,
and where an appreciative amount ‘of soil is available.

To broaden the tax base in Xona by aiding tourism in the Keei area.

To bolster the declining membership and participation in golf
clubs in the Kona area. .

To boost the school golf programs.

To increase the income of the B.P. Bishop Estaté through effective
use of Estate lands. X ‘ o4 .

Since preparatory work has been compléted, the site is better
prepared for development conpared to alternate sites.

The Keei site is closer to the majority of érospective users
than Kealakehe.

proposed site is not best choice; cheaper, State-owned sites
closer to populaticn center are available, these sites have
soils less important to agricultural production.

A golf course is low on list of priorities for Kona area.

The proposal is a misuse of taxpayers funds since it is pre-

judicial ~- in favor of middle class and upper class people;

immigrants and tourists, while being against the intercsts of
the majority of local people.

Golf course would subsidize expansion of tourist industry.




VI.
VII.

VIII.

- IX.

The Palemano Point area is rich in historical sites which
must be preserved.

The sport is offensive and alien to Hawaiian culture.
The present B.P. Bishop's will is invalid.

Great social'disruption resulting from construction and change
in population.

Golf course and resort development are detrimental to preserva-
tion and protection of agriculture and agricultural lands.

Planning Commission not represented by Kona Commissioner and
hence not representative of Kona interest.
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SUMMARY - PLANNING COMMISSION WORKSHOP
OCTOBER 11, 1973 KONAWAENA HIGH & INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL CAFETORIUM

PRO:

1.

. CON

1,

The golf course, lands for road development, and land for Palemano Point
recreational complex although appearing to be separate are so intimately
related that, in essence, they should be considered as one entity. The
acqusition/development of this "package' is more economically advantageous
than the acquisition/development of the same as separate entities.

Already appropriated State and County funds may be "matched" by the Bureau of
Outdoor Recreation should the golf course and the Palemano Point area be
developed as a complex,

Although the development of resorts is a separate issue, the County's General
Plan earmarks such development close by and the denial of a municipal golf
course may not discourage the development of these lands. )

The community is te gain due to increased revenues from the development of
a golf course.

Golf participation will increase due to lower green fees.

Keei is the best location, open space as an aesthetically pleasant golf course -
is guaranteed.

Even if it is more expensive, obtain only. the Palemano Point lands.

Kealakehe is a better site, it is closer to the population center, a golf course
and resort development are already planned there and this proposal for Keei
will only duplicate the situation,

The ambient air will be polluted due to an increase of vehicle emissions, the
golf course and resorts will generate this increased traffic.

The existing lifestyles of the community are threatened.
The marine environment may be damaged.
Historical sites will he destroyed.

Golf is a prejudicial sport; due to its high costs only a few may participate,
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SURVEY. ON RECREATIONAL KEEDS ..

'(,Lf FeCefo ;—ll o Circle. age bracket . ’
Neme, if so desired . 15-25- 4] -over
. (’H PT. é’(‘tc oy [_:_: YT o ) Circle sex
Current address - M F

Below your will find some of the recreational needs of the Kona
community. Please mark with an X, three (%) of the r.ecreat:‘_.onal
projects listed below that you will use.,

Please fecl.free to-add any other comments at the bottom of the

page.

- X. Beach park at Palemano Point (Keei Point)
* Boat ramps ' . .
. » ‘Drag strip
Golf course at.Keei
PA Greenwell Park expansion ' . .
Historic park at Kaloko
Neighborhood paﬂ{s_

Shoreline trails

. >( ~ Swimming 'pool at Konawvaena, .’ ’ .

Other comments: _ L . o o S .

|
|
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Aucust 7, 1973

e, Sunso bHido, Chalrman and Momber
Bosrd of Langd and lLiaturel Resources
State of llawaill

B, 0. Doz 621

Honolulu, Hawaii 96509

As you may vrealize, the County of Hawail hes proposed to develop & public
golf cource in Keei, Scuth Ioms, TR f8«3-C4:pcr. 9. Recently, an environ-
mental imnzet statement was eubmitted to the Office of Envirommentzl
Qualdty Concrol for the proposed project. anmg the ccoments received as &8
pecult of ‘the EIS review process concerned hov archaeological sites within
the proposed project zrea ghould be handled.

Whan the ¥eed site wvas being investigated ss a location for a public golf
gourse, this departmont undertook an srcheeolozical survey to determine
vhether any sites of cignificence esisted in the area. The results cf the
survey indicated an adssnce of significeant sites. Havertheless, we thought
thnt the mere existence of pites presented 2 uaicque design opportunity.

We therefore planned to design the golf course in such & wmamner as to
utilize the existing sitcs as part of the Ioadscaping scheme. Ve would
assure that the incorporation of the sites iato the landscaping would be
tastefully and sensitively accomplished.

Soma of the raviewers of the EIS, hovever, feel that some of the archaneolegical
sites ghould be presexved in total. Im your capacity as State Prescrvation
Officdy, we are recussting your olflcial opiniocn in order to help alleviate
poteatial conflicts cver the disposition of the subjecet sites. A copy of

the report prepared for us by Roy Hishiyama and Chris Lothian, eatitled "An
Archacologienl Survey of FKeel Golf Course lLands™, has been sent to the
Division. of Ctate Pawhs lilstoric Section. Xt should also be noted that the
sitea in the proposad golf ccurse area have not, to ouvr Imowledgze, baen
covered by the Statcowida Inventory.

e look forward to your kind comsideration of this recuest and hope for.an
early renly so we may ccmplete the final EIS. Ue thanit you in advance for
your cooparation,

RODEDRT T, FUOXUDA
Diyxccror

cc: 0Fffice of Fnvircamental Quality Control
Plamaing Departmont
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Augnst 10, 1973

He. Sumno Tido, Chafrizn and MHembew
Toard of Lond and ¥atural Resources
State of lzuvalil

P, 0, Box 621

Henolulu, Hncati 96509

Me. Fred Haushton, State Censervationist
United Statema Dopt. of Apriculture

©oil Consexvarion Service

L40 Alerandor Young Tuilding

Zomolulu, Hawaii Y6813

+ "Dr, Valter B. Cuicerberry, Dircctor of Health

Dopartoent of iealth
Seate of Umcoit
P. 0. Box 3373

"Honolulu, Hawall

7a the draft eavirczmental izmpact etatement we prepared for the pronosed public
golf courze at Feei, fouth Homa, ue {adicated that it is not kmwm vhether or
ot the proposed project would have éan effest om tho water table or coastal
waters due to thae uvee of fertilizers, pesticides and herbicides. The 0ffice of
Cuvivorrental Quality Control has suggested that we coniact you for detailed
comments as to whether or not there is a veal Jdonger of water contaaination.

As ve do not know soplicaticn rvates for the nroposed golf course, should the
proicct be realized, un heove eontasted the rauhos Baach & Country Club and the
Maunn Nea Beach Hotel Colf Course to fipd cet theivy rates of application for
fertilizors, pesticides and herbicides. Wo have olso found out taeir irrigation
vates fov maintenance of the golf courses, This infornmation is contained on the
attachment with a mop of thae proposed site.

i o P i o2 at o B R £ Bk i e e i e £



Mr. Sunao Kido
Mr, Fred Raughton .
pr, Yalter B. Guisenberry .

‘Page 2

Lugust 10, 1973

& Ypashouw oud Houna ¥on arc esteblished courses ard that applica-
a nou caurae vould diffor. Turther, lesalized goologic and
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Ue losk formmazd to your conmaration and fwope for sa early renly 57 we wmay
oxpedite the cecligionenaicing process. Ve thank you in advance for accommodating

our reguest.

ROBERT T. TURIDA
Diroector

ce: Office of Environ=ental Quality Control
Planning Department

att: Site llap

Application Rates
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FERTILIZER AND INSECTICIDE APPLICATIONS .

KEAUHOU BEACH & COUNTRY CLUB (155 acres)
Urca,'compOSed of straight nitrogen, is the main fertilizer used. About
125 pounds per acre is applied to the fiirways and the areas surrounding the
greens and tees from 8 to 10 times a yeér.
Another fertilizer, Turf Supreme (16-6-8% and‘trace elements) is also used.
250 pounds per acre is applied to the fairways (110-120 acres) four times a year.
17.4-17.4-10 (with trace elements) was used last year to remedy certain
deficiencies in the soil. 250 pounds per acre was applied to the greens (3;54 ac.)
every threc months,
In'response to public concern over the use of insecticides and funéicidcs,
the Club has, in the past year, changed its policies on thc_usesof such chegicals.
. Insecticides and fungicides are now used only when problems with di;ca;c or
insccts occur, The p;ogram is a remedial rather than a preventive onec.
Previously, Dibrom and Spotret were uséd. " One quart of Dibrom was mixed
with 200 gallons of water and sprayed on the greens once a week, It was also
occasionally used on the fairéays for sﬁot treatments. Nine pounds of Spotret,
a fungicide, was mixeﬁ with 200 gallons of water and sprayed on the greens once a
week, |
Irrigation rates are 1.0 inch of water per week on the fair;;ys and 1.5
inches per wgek on the greens. During the ‘summer about 600,000 galloms of water

per day arc used; the volume drops to about 450,000 gallons per day during the

winter.

MAUNA KEFA BEACH _HOTEI, _GOLF COURSE

'Fertilizers are applied to the fairways and tees (150 acres) once every

five to six woeks as fofluws:




e e

1) First 5-week period: one application 16-4-8 at the rate of
250-300 pounds per acre.

2) Second 5-week period: one application of sulfate of ammonia
(21% nitrogen) at the rate of 250-300
pounds per acre.

3) Third 5-week period: . repeat application of sulfate of ammonia.

4) Fourth 5.week period: repeatl application of 16-4-8.

Once a week Urea (61% nitrogen) is applied to the greens. One- fourth pound

of actual nitrogen (i.e., .41 pounds of urea) is applied per 1,000 square feet.

The total area of the greens is about 180,000 square feet or about 4.13 acres.
. The insecticide Dy-syston is used on this course. it is an organic

phosphéte in granular form. Fort}t pounds per acrec is applied once a &ear.

Irrigation rates are 2 acre inches per week, This is equivalent to two

* {nches of rainwater on oneé acre per weck, One million gallons per day are used

during the summexr and 700,000 gallons per day during winter.
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September 11, 1973

Mr, Sunao Kido, Chairman and Member

Eoard of Lend and Natural Rasources n
State of lowaii ’
Po 0. Box 621 '

Honolulu, ilawai{ 96809

RE: Proposed County of Hawall Golf Course at Keei, South Xoma
Tax Map Xey 8-3=04:por 9 ’

A3 a rvesult of the EIS review process, we had recantly reauested the
opinion of the State Preservation Oificer reparding the dispozition of
historical sites at tha proposed site (letter dated August 7, 1273).
We had also requested detailed comments as- to whether or not there is
real water contaminztion from the use of fertilizers, herhicides and
pesticides (letter dated August 10, 1973). ot

Perhaps thesa rcquests have been overlooked due to other rraseing matters,

Ve would apprecicte receiving these comments by Septenber 24, 1973, as
we are in the process of preparing our final RIS.

We look forward to your zeply and thanmk wen for vour aromeratlon,
ROBERT T. FUKUDA
Pirector

ce: Office of Envirommental Quality Control
Planning Dapartment

Ll Wl £ 4l U218 4 i B ot bt 1 R 7S P 2 e 3+ bt e



Sentember 11, 1973

Mr. Fred Haughton, State Conservationist
Ihited States Dent., of Agriculture

Soil Conservation Service

440 Alexendnr Young Building

Honolulu, Hawaili 96813

RE: Proposed County of Hawaii Golf Course at Keel, South Kbha
THMX 8«3~04:por 9

’

As a result of tne EIS review process, wc had recently requested detailed
coornents =8 to whether or not there is real danger of water contamination
from use of fertilizers, pesticides and herbicides (letter dated August 10,
1973). o

Due to other pressing matters, our request may have been overlooked. We
would appreciate receiving your corments by Scptember 24, 1973, as we are
in the process of preparing our f£inal EIS,

We look forward to your reply and thank ybu for your cooperation.
ROBERT 'T. FUKUDA
Director

ce: Office of Environmental Quality Control
Planning Depertmont
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Septexber 11.'1973

Dr. Walter B, Quisenberry, Dlrector of Health
Department of Health

State of Hawali

?, 0. Box 3378

Honolulu, Hawaii

RE: Proposed County of Hawaii Golf Course at Keei, South Rona l
THK §-3-04:por 9

,

As a result of the ®IS review process, wWe had recently requested detailed
comments as to whether or not there 1is real dsnger of water contamination
from use of fertilizers, pesticides and herbicides (letter dated August 10,
1973).

Due to other pressing matters, our request may have been overlooked. We
would appraciate receiving your comments by September 24, 1973, as we are
in the process of preparing our final EIS. .

We look forwa:d to your reply and thank you for your cooperation.

ROBERT T. FUKUDA
Direcetor

ce: Office of Environmental Guality Control
Planning Department




"JOHN A. DURNS

DIVISIONS:
COYELRHOR OF NAWAII’ - CONVEYANCES
FisH AND CAME

]
. FOREITAY - l

LAND MANAGEMENT :
STATE PARKS L

) WATEN AND LAND OEVCLOPMENT
STATE OF HAWAII -
. E |
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES =~ """ : :

P, O. BOX 621 !
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September 12, 1973

HONOLULU, HAWAIL 96809 UL S B e ~
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Mr. Robert T. Fukuda, Director
bept. of Parks and Recreation
25 Aupuni Street

Hilo, Hawaii 96720

i

[

Dear Mr. Fukuda:

I

Your letter of August 10, 1973, asks for detailed comments
on -the danger of water contamination stemming from the use
of nutricnts and biocides to develop and maintain the proposed
Keei Golf Courcce. '

A

We do not have detailed geoleogical information of the
area in question, but we feel confident that because of the
volcanic origin of the area, one can expect high- percolation-
‘rates and that water applied to the golf course will tend
seaward. We understand that the golf course site was selected
because of relatively better soil conditions, and therefore
expect that percolation would be less than that of surrounding
areas. .

I

o .

Because of expected seaward flow and because of distance
from the Keei Wells, we would not anticipate contamination —
of this public water source. We have little information on ;
wells located makai of the proposed golf course, but we e
expect that such wells would be brackish and would be surprised
to find it used as potable water sources.

We are aware that nutrients and biocides are commercially
- available which are usecd on food crops. We would expect that
such chemicals can safely be used on the golf course. As a
- matter of added precaution, you may wish to consult with the
State Department of Agriculture on any chemiical for which use
is contemplated, particularly with respect to persistency.,
lethal dosage ratings, and applications. We caution against
use of certain houschold chemicals.

b

]
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Mr. ‘Robert T. Fukuka -2- September 12, 1973

With the possible exception of Kealakekua Bay, we believe
that coastal waters have ample diurnal circulation and form
a sufficiently large body of receiving waters. We are unawvare
of adverse effects on marine and avian 1ife in this area attri-
butable to concentration of chemicals via biological food
chains. We include in this, the waters offshore of the Keau-
hou Golf Course. You may wish to acquire help in analyzing
samples of waters fronm Kealakekua Bay to Honaunau in order to
establish a baseline of trace elements prior to construction
of the yclf course; this to be compared with a follow-uD
analysis after the golf course has been well established.

tie do expect that development of the golf course will
alter percolaticen, run-off and evapotranspiration rates of
the site. We do not foresee how these changes will affect
1ands and biota makai of the site. Because irrigation and
nutrients are contemplated, it would not be surprising to find
later that the site’s biomass had increased and eventually

organic detritus built up.

We would urge judicious application of irrigation water
to augnment rainfall. Such practice would not only serve to
conserve available water supplies in the area, but also mini-
mize any inadvertent adverse effects which may result f£rom
leaching. I »

In general, we feel that your proposal bears some of the
features of land reclamation ‘and on that basis, is deserving
of support. We suggest, however, that the major environmental
effects are the economic and social changes that the project
may abet and the resultant demands upon public services and
resources. On such guestions, we believe we should vield to ’
the concerns of residents of the area. ) :

We regret that oﬁr'reply to you is not supporfed by

empirical data and that we are not confident enough to venture

comments on possible long-term changes to substrata.’
Very truly yours, '
BOARD OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES '

SUNAQO KIDO
Chairman and Member




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGR!CULTURE
SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE

44p Alexander Younyg Building, Honolulu, HI 96813
September 12, 1973

Mr. Robert T. Fukuda

Director, Dept. of Parks
& Recreation

County of Hawaii

Hawaii County Bldg.

25 Aupuni Street

Hilo, Hawaii 96720

Dear Mr. Fukuda:

Subject: Comments Pertaining to the Draft Envirommental
Impact Statement for the Proposed Kona Golf Course
at Keei, South Kona, Hawaii

The above environmental inpact statement was reviewed in this
.0ffice and forwarded to Dr. Marland's office on May 22, 1973.
It has been revicwed again in light of your letter of August

10, 1973.

Becausc of a lack of rescarch information on vertical water
movencnt in the proposed arca, we are unable to determine
whether or not there would actually be any real danger of
water contamination due to the use of fertilizers and pcstl—

c1des on the golf course.

Reduction in the percolation of water below the rooting zone
will diminish the chances of ground water contamination by
agricultural chemicals. Therefore, we would suggest that

good management practices, such as applying 1rr1gatlon vater, .

B I |
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fertilizer and pesticides in adequate but not excessive amounts, |

would help reduce the potentlal of ground water contamination.

The danger ko the ground water can aiso be reduced by use of
chemicals that tend to be absorbed in the soils and are only

moderately persistent.

We appreciate the opportunity to review and comment on this
proposcd project and regret that we cannot definitely state
whether there will be any danger of water contamination from
the use of fertilizers and pesticides in this project.

Sincerely,
F eip s

Francis C. H. Lum
State Conservationist

£
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JOHN A. BURNS .
- GOVERNGOR OF HAWAIL

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

WALTER B. QUISENBERRY, WM.PH.L 1D
DIRECTOR OF HEALTH

WILBUR S. LUMMIS JR., M.S. M.D.
OEPUTY DIRECTOR OF HEALTH

~ STATE OF HAWAII . RALPH B. BERRY, MPH., M.D.

DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF HEALTH

P. 0. DOX 2378 : " HENRI P. MINETTE, M.P.H., DR.PH.

HONOLULU, HAWAII $6331 OEPUTY DIRECTOR OF HEALTH

. October 1, 1973

Mr. Robert Fukuda
Department of Parks and Recreation

"County of Hawaili

25 Aupuni Street
Hilo, Hawaii 96720

Dear Mr. Fukuda:

Re: Proposed County of Hawaii Golf Course at
Keei, South Kona, TMK: 8-3-04: 9

Reference is made to your jetter of September 11, 1973 concerniag

the subject project.

Although there is no inherent danger of the use of fertilizers,
pesticides and herbicides, the misuse by excessive application of such

. chemicals can be a real danger to the marine environment as well as

public health. Therefore, we recommend that any substantial application
of such chemical include a conscientious progranm to monitor rate of

. chemical applications and water quality and other environmental effects.

Sincerely yours,

| &XA 4;-/2.._) |

SHINJIYSONEDA, CHIEF
Environmental Health Division

DT/Wd /mh
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RICHARD E. MARLAND, PH.D.
INTERIM DIRECTOR

e JOHN A. BURNS
GOVERNOR

TELEPHONE NO,
548.6918

STATE OF HAWAII ) .

OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY CONTROL
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
BT ERRTT L BUILoING] . 550 HAMEKAUVILA STREED
PRROM. 4361 ROOM 301
HONOLULU. HAWAII 96813

July 25, 1973

-

Mr. Robert Fukuda, Director
— Department of Parks and Recreation
' County of Hawaii
o 25 Aupuni Street
3 Hilo, Hawaii 96720

-+

Dear Mr. Fukuda:

! N Thank you for allowing us to review and process the draft
b . environmental impact statement for the proposed Kona Golf Course,
Keei, South Kona. We are very pleased to have received both

= favorable as well as adverse responses from the reviewers. It

b is -our belief that thiis type of active .public .participation will
. serve the community's interest by alerting the public decision-
makers of all environmental concerns, especially the immediate
concerns of the local communities.

l

The purpose of this letter is to assist you in your efforts
in arriving at a final impact statement which both State and y
County officials can rely upon as a valuable source of information,
to facilitate arriving at a final decision on the matter of the
_golf course. It should be noted that the recommendations made in
this letter are based on review of the attached responses and our

staff's research on this proposed golf course project.

1

|

We believe that there should be further clarification of the
following major topics in order to develop an adequate impact
statement. . .

Led

I

Water Quality: As indicated in the EIS, it is not known

: ‘ whether or not the proposed golf course could have an affect on
- . the water table or the adjacent coastal waters due to the use of
| fertilizers, pesticides and herbicides for maintaining the golf
course. 1/In the analysis of this possible problem it would be
C - useful to describe the estimated quantity, type and application
A rates of these chemicals. It is suggested that a pesticides and
f - - fertilizer analysis of similar golf courses along the Kona Coast

[

be conducted and this information could then be transmitted to

the Department of Land and Natural Resources, Depaxtment of Health,
and the Soil Conservation Service for their detailed comments as

to whether or not there is a real danger of contamination. With
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Page 2°

July 25, 1973

regard to soil erosion, it may be possible to channelize runoff
jnto sumps siltation basins and to sheet flows in order to avoid
direct flow into the ocean. A preliminary inspection of the

site by a civil engineer may provide valuable insights as to the
feasibility of this type of erosion control. In making these .
suggestions for further study, we are assuming that the State

and County decision-makers are determined to preserve the existing

~groundwater and coastal ecology of the site.

Need for the Golf Course: It appears that the major concern

over this project is the question of who is the golf course for--
the local residents or the tourists? The EIS tended to indicate
that the objective for the proposed project is primarily to cater
to the local residents. 2/We believe that there should be some

clarifications to substantiate this thesis. The following analysis

may be used to indicate the types of users that would be likely to
be attracted to the proposed facility.

" ‘Income and Tributary Area ‘Analysis: Through the use of

The census information, it may be possible to obtain
pertinent information such as income, type of employment,
education, etc., and generalize om the extent of public

“participation by residents of local communities within

reasonable travel times from the Kona regiom. It may
also be possible to. ask some of the local golfers for an
indication of what can,bé_COnSidered as reasonable travel

distances. .

" 'Policies Regarding the Use of the Proposed Golf Course:

Tt 3s indicated in the EIS that monthly passes are used

at the Hilo Golf Course.  3/Policies such as this monthly

pass system may favor greater'participation'by the local
residents rather than from the tourists since visitors
would be less 1likely to subscribe, and would be able to
schedule starting times on a regular basis. Other
policies such as giving priority to golf clubs, school
organizations and community groups can similarly tend to
favor the local residents. We believe that this type of
discussion on policies (and possible policies) should be
sincluded in the statement to clarify what groups will be
using the golf course complex.

Resident Surveys: It may not be totally possible to
arrive at a definite demand figure through the census
information alone, A resident survey probing attitudes,
leisure time, income, recreational priorities, alter-
natives, etc., may be conducted to indicate the present
recreational demand for the golf course and other
facilities. It may also be possible to survey the local
citizen groups on their position concerning the proposed
golf course. If such surveys are used, documentation of

.all survey methodolpgies will be essential.

.
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July 25, 1973

Analysis of Existing Golf Courses: A strong indicator of
the demand for golf courses is the number of players which
are turned away due to overloads. It may be possible to
check with existing golf courses to get an estimate of the
number of players which are turned away.

Interpretation of SCORP: Through the public review of the
E1S, some reviewers of the statement indicate that SCORP
shows a low priority for golf among the local residents in
West Hawaii. We recommend your careful review, interpreta-
tion, and inclusion of SCORP's data into the final EIS.

It should be noted that no single analysis can truly represent
the exact desire and needs of the community and it is not expected
that community values are to be the same throughout the realizable’
future. However, we believe that the State and County decision-
makers would feel more secure about the disposition of the golf
course if some of the above mentiomned analysis were implemented and
presented in the final EIS. '

- Archacological Values: Soume ‘of the reviewers indicate that
some, of thne archaeological sites are perhaps worthy of total
preservation rather than to be used as "traps and obstacles".
Again, as a means of resolving such conflicts, it appears that
“the opinion of the State Preservation Officer (Department of Land

and Natural Resources) and the Department of Interior would be
valuable. T -

, " Citizen Participation: Indeed this golf course ‘project is a
controversial one. 4/1t is noted in the .comments offered by Life
of the Land and the Komna Conservation group that many groups and
individuals have expressed their concerns Over this project at
public hearings previously held by the Department of Paxrks and
Recreation. It would be helpful for the sake of public review

ijf the hearing proceedings were summarized, presenting the views
of both proponéents and opponents of this project. This would
allow the readers to share the perspectives of others.

- ‘Alternatives: Alternative sites and alternative forms of
recreation were suggested by some of the respondents. 5/They
note that a public golf course is already being planned for the
State's recreational complex at Kealakekua, and therefore, one
would not be necessary at Keei. The validity of this information
should be clarified with the appropriate agencies and presented
in the final EIS.

Some of the respondents indicated that other forms of

- yecreation should be catered to rather than golf, because, in
their opinion, golf serves only a small minority of the public
at a great expense. 1f an accurate demand and cost per capita
analysis for golf, as well.as other forms of recreation, is
presented in the final EIS, we believe that the decision-makers




. major projects within the Kona region. The following indications -
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responsible for the approval of this project could make the
appropriate cost allocation determination. Furthermure, if a
resident sample survey is used, it may be possible to determine
the community's desire for alternat1ve recreational uses such as -
those mentioned in some of the review comments. The final EIS should '
also indicate how the cost of maintaining the course will be shared i
by the County taxpayers.

i

.
In pursuing the question of alternatives, it is also very b
important to address the probability of what would happen to the
site if a public golf course was not constructed and the site -
remained in private hands. iﬂ
Future Urban Development: The most significant comment, -
which was received from the reviewers, is the question of how .
much urban development will be attracted to the region and to i
lands adjacent to the site as a result of the golf course. Golf
courses may tend to provide amenities in the way of open space, . T
which may add to the desirability of locating other forms of ind
urban development within immediate proximity. A recreational
facility is normally more likely to occur as a result of demands -
from existing and anticipated households (resident surveys and L

census analysms may be used to verify existing demands) rather
than the golf course creating the demands for households. ’ 6/However, —
discussion of the future urbanization is necessary in order to ‘
allow the reader to view the proposed project from the perspective —
of the major regional policies and to allow generalization on the
cumulative affects of the proposed project with respect to other

of future urbanization should be elaborated upon in the final EIS.

" ‘General Plan: Perhaps this is the best indicator of future
urbanization since the General Plan is bound by .County oxrdinance,.
and stringent legal procedures must be implemented before any —
change to the ordinance can be made. As much as possible, the
description of the General Plan should indicate the extent,
location, and types of industries, households and community
facilities. This should be presented in writing as well as in
graphlc form in the final environmental impact statement, together

T

"with careful footnoting as to where the information comes from.

“Availability of Public Utilities: Utilities such as water,
sewers, highways, access to employment centers, electricity,
schools, etc., provide the essential ingredients which make
urbanization possible. We find that although there is some
discussion of these utilities in the impact statement, the -
discussion is limited to the golf course users., Some discussion
on how these utilities will be used to implement the general
plan could be included in the final EIS. : -

i
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Land Ownership Patterns: In cases where tracts of land
are owned by few owners, the probability of urbanization may
be greater because parcels do not have to be assembled. Comments
on the land ownership patterns for the Keei region may be included.

Other Public and Private Projects: Other proposed public and
private projects such as parks, schools, general plan change
proposals for resorts, and major transportation networks may have
a cumulative effect of producing urban development. The final EIS
should have a discussion on some of these other proposed develop-

- ments.

Air Pollution and Traffic Generation: We believe that there
should be some statement on the estimated amount of automobile

' trips that will be generated to the proposed course. The amount

of trip generation can then be interpreted to estimate the amount
of vehicular emissions.

We hope that we have offered realistic approaches in present-
ing methodologies and indicators to strengthen the environmental
impact statement for this proposed golf course. The analysis
presented in this letter only addresses the major concerns which

.were presented by many of the reviewers. In finalizing the

environmental impact statement for this project, we hope, that

.you will send a written response to the agencies and organizations

which have offered significant comments to the draft statement and
send a copy of your response to our Office. In addition, we
recommend that you distribute a pre-final environmental impact |
statement to those agencies and organizations who have offered
detailed comments to this draft statement. Adequcy of the state-
ment will be largely determined by the quality of your responses
to these agencies and civic organizations.

Again, thank you for allowing us to review and process this
draft environmental impact statement, and we apologize for this
delay in getting this response to you.

Sincerely,
| ]
e L hae
AN

RICHARD E. MARL
Interim Director .
Attachments '
cc: Planning Department,
" County of Hawaii




" FOOTNOTES

Draft EIS for the proposed Kona Golf Course, P. 7.
Ibid., P. 4.

Ibid., P. 4

Ibid., P. 13.

See attached comments from the Kona Conservation Group and
Life of the Land.

It is indicated on Page 13 of the EIS that the Hilo Golf Course
employs about 17 persons. This figure in income, together with

. the total expenditures for golf equipment and services to the
_golf course utilities, transportation, etc.} can be used as
the estimated demand for increased urbanization since this.

dollar flow will be used to create jobs in the Kona region.
For all practical purposes, this can be considered small when

. compared. to other forms of ‘employment. For example, according

to the Hawaii tourism impact plan, hotels create employment at
a rate of 1.8 jobs per hotel room.,

177}

7

e T 0

I

M

-

= L

e amhe dntede Mt e = s



agTreea amna T T

SUMMARY SHEET

List of agencies and civic organ1zat10ns offering comments.
(The date of the letter is written in parenthesis.)

11.

12/

13.

14.

15,
16..
17.

18.

19.

Department of Planning and Economic Development (July 11,

Department of Land and Natural Resources (June 19, 197 3)

Department of Agriculture (May'30, 1973)

County of Hawaii, Department of Public Works (May 25, 1973)

Dr. Reginald H. F. Young (May 25, 1973)

Soil Conservation Service (May 22, 1973)

U. S. Army Corps of Engineers (June 18, 1973)

Environmental Center (June 19, 1973)

Department of Transportation fJune 27., 1973)

Department of the Air. Force '(July 6, 1973)
County of Hawaiil Pianning Department (May 22, 1973)

Hawaiian Telephone Company (July 9, 1973)

Legal Ald Society of Hawaii (June 15, 1973 and July 11, 1973)

Department of Health (June 19, 1973)

Congressman Spark Matsunaga (June 18 1973)
Senator Hiram L. Fong (June 19, 1973)
Captain Cook Community Association (June 15, 1973)

Life of the Land (June 13, 1973).

Kona Conservation Group (June&4,.1973'and June 17, 1973)
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) DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING
ST AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

P. 0. BOX 2353 ¢ HONOLULU, HAWAIL 56604 JOHN A. BURNS
. ' Governor T
STATE OF SHELLEY M. MARK '
HAWAIL July 11, 1973 . ' birector
EDWARD J. GREANEY, JR. m
Deputy Director , l
Ref. No. 9226 !
) e
e
1
MEMORANDUM e
TO: Dr. Richard E. Marland, Interim Director —
' 0ffice of Environmental Quality Control g

FROM: {Shelley M. Mark, Director

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Impact Statement for Proposed Kona Golf Course
at Keei, South Kona '

‘We apbrecinte this opportunity to review this draft and offer the
following comments in regard to the substantive contents.

Recreational Aspects. Development of this facility would be consistent with
the Statewide goals reflected in the State Comprehensive Qutdoor Recreation
Plan. EE

Mining of Top Soil. it is evident that any mining of top soil for the subject
project should not ounly proceed in strict accord with County grading ordinances
and soil conservation measures but minimized as much as possible for flood
control and erosion prevention concerns.

tinter Resources, Honaunau Aquifér. Due to past occurrences of droughts and a
continuing water snortage in the Kona area, the applicant may be interested in
being kept informed of the Hawaii Water Resources Regional Plan mow being
developed by, the Departwent of Land and Natural Resources. This plan may be

1

1

.

!

helpful in determining whether or not aquifer limits will impose comstraints on

future urban developments in the Honaunau area.

We hope these comments may be of some help in planning for the
orderly growth of South Kona in balance with the natural .environment.

——— .
“‘**t..‘.,;u;‘.:‘x._". -
Vari
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JOHN A. BURNS
GOVERNDR OF HAWAINI

DIVISIONS:
CONVEYANCES
FISH AND GAME
FOREITRY
LAND MANAGEMENT
STATE FARKS
WATER AND LAND DEVELOPMENT

STATE OF HAWAII

DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
P. O, BOX 621
HONOLULU, HAWAIl 9680%

June 19, 1973

" MEMORANDUM

TO: _Hon. Richard E. Marland, Interim Director
Office of Environ. Quality Control

FROM:‘ Sunao Kido, Chairman and Member
. Board of Land and Natural Resources -

. SUBJECT: . Environmental Impact Statement for the Proposed

Kona Golf Course, Keei, South Kona, Hawaii

The Impact Statement .covering .the .proposed 18-~hole golf
course, to be constructed on approximately 170 acres of
Bishop Estate property at Xeei, Xona, Hawaii, has been
reviewed by this department. . .

We have no objections to the project as outlined in
the impact statement, but we would appreciate being fur-
nished more detailed information as to which of the historic
sites in the 170 acres will be incorporated in the land-
scaping of the golf course, and the plan of disposition of
the balance of problematical sites.

The Division of State Parks of this department may
be of some assistance to the County of Hawaii in making
a determination of these categories.

. BOARD OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES

SUNAO KIDO
Chairman and Member

e s T Py
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[ |
JOHN A, BURNS FREDERICK C. ERSKINE :
GOVERNOR CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF AGRICULTURE 3 .
) WILLIAM E. FERNANDES ;
' ODEPUTY TD THE CHAIRMAN - '
BTATE OF HAWAII - !
: DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
; 1428 8O, KING STREET 3..
1‘ HONOLULU., MAWA|l DoBt4 l
% May 30, 1973 -
i :
| i
i
| -
| |
| o
MEMORANDUM )
1
TO: Dr. Richard E. Marland, Interim Director tﬂ
Office of Environmental Quality Control
SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Proposed ;:
Kona Golf Course at Keei, Hawaii -
| [
The Department of Agriculture recognizes that some low productivity 1

grazing lands will be lost but this loss is not a serious concern. Rainfall

(20 - 45") and soil quality (mostly pahoehoe) are poor for a grazing operation. -
The land use classification is Class C for grazing which implies a carrying P
capacity.of 5 = 10 acres per animal unit year (AUY). Up to 40 AUY would be -
lost from production which is in agreement with the EIS.

. The Department does not foresee a serious loss or interference with L
agricultural activities, - ' <
—
L

Frederick C. Erskine
Chairman, Board of Agriculture ' '

N}/
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CHILF TNGINLER
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PLANG AND SURVLYE

BEWERS AND BANITATION

HARADA TYRAFFIC SAFETY AND CONTROL

COUNTY OF HAWAI
DEPARTMENT OF FPUBLIC WORKS

2% AUPUNI STREET
HILO, HAWAILI 968720

May 25, 1973

Dr. Richard E. Marland

Interim Director

0ffice of Environmental Quality Control
550 Halekauwila Street, Room 301
Honolulu, HI 96813

SUBJECT: DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR THE
. PROPOSED KONA GOLF COURSE AT KEEI, SOUTH KONA, HAWAII

Thank you for the opportunity to offer comments on the subject draft
statement. :

This department supports the Department of Parks and Recreation's
proposed golf course project. One tinor comment, as a matter of clari-
fication, is the addition of the words "access road off" between the
words "abut" and "Puuhonua" in the second line of the second paragraph
under Sight Description - Locationm. The golf course site abuts the
proposed access road off Puuhonua Road and not the existing Puuhonua Road
itself.

J@jﬁhﬁg,;gwj%éi;-o-éﬂe.

EDWARD HARADA
Chief Engineer

cc: Mayor Kimura
Dept. of Parks & Recreation

~ Planning Department

ROAD CONSTRUGTION AND MAINTENANGE

(':

BUREAUS AND DIVISIONS:
AUTOMOTIVE EQUIPHENT & HWOTOR FOCL
BUILDING CONSTAUGTION AND INSPECTION
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UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII
Department of Civil Engineering’ ...\
MEMORANDUM
SR
k1
0
May 25, 1973
' B
I'-i
MEMO TO: Richard E. Marland _
Interim Director, OEQC |
—
FROM: R. H. F. Young i#
Associate ProfessoL
SUBJECT: Draft EIS for Koma Golf Course -

The statement indicates a need for importation of top soil and sand for

construction of the golf course. The location of the borrow areas for these

materials and the impact on the environment removal of the borrow merits as
much concern as the need for and impact of the golf course itself.

Some additional clarification on the total membership in the golf clubs . —~
represented by the Hawaii Island Golf Association and the estimated active
and potential golfers who would use the new facility would be helpful.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE

440 Alexander Young Building
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

May 22, 1973

Dr. Richard E. Marland

Interim Director

Office of Environmental
Quality Control

550 Halekauwila St.

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Dr. Marland:

Subject: Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the
Proposed Kona Golf Course at Keei, South Kona,
Hawaii '

This well prepared statement has been reviewed in this
office. :

The statement recognizes and provides for control of the
hazards involved in grading and movement of soil. We
would expect no adverse effects on natural resources if
the project is carried out as described.

We appreciate the opportunity to review -and comment on
this proposed project. .

Sincerely, .

Fred Haughton

" State Conservationist

o
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

HONOLULU DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
BUILDING 96, FORT ARMSTRONG

HONOLULU, HAWAIL 86813

18 June 1973

Office of Envirommental Quality Control
550 Halekauwila Street, Room 301
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Gentlemen:

We have reviewed the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the
Proposed Kona Golf Course at Keei, South Kona, Hawaii and have the
following comments,

Response on Functional Areas of Responsibility of the Corps of Engineers,

The final EIS should desecribe the irrigacion and drinking water budgets
of the proposed Project and the available water resources of the area in
order to assute that sufficient water supplies are maintained, This

The final EIS should describe the proposed sewage treatment facilities
and provide assurances that the quality of coastal waters will not be
degraded by effluent discharge.

The final EIS should describe .the types, application rates, and handling

- procedures of fertilizers, fungicides, herbicides, and insecticides to

ensure that nearshore water, ground water, and soils are not contaminated
and that workers are protected, '

The final EIS should describe the location of borrow sites and the
measures to be taken to prevent erosion at the borrow and Project sites,

Response on Public Disclosure Aspects.

The final EIS discussion of costs (draft EIS:4) should include a state=
ment of projected user costs of the facility, The public costs of
Providing such a facility should be discussed with regard to other
recreational needs of the area, The costs of golf equipment and a
discussion of residents' abilities to pay should also be included.

N |

s

1

1

-

[P —
H

FI |

A |

-t

A O A

[

=



1

ooy—

-

[l

.

PCDED-P 18 June 1973
Office of Environmental Quality Control

In the final EIS the need of West Hawaii residents for a golf course
should be specifically assessed in comparison with other public recrea-
tion needs which have been identified for the area. The use of SCORF

as justification for a controversial project with potential development
impacts is questionable., Localized resident surveys designed to provide
information on needs and opinions regarding the specific project would
assist in resolution of the controversy.

Adverse effects on the social environment from the project should be more
fully considered in the f£inal EIS. 1In particular the impacts of develop-
ment which may be associated with the construction of the golf course
should be stated. The effects of Stace and County zoning of the area
should be made clear since the project will be in an Agriculture Land

. Use District yet the county has general-planned the area for urban and

resort uses (draft EIS:12). This apparent land use planning conflict
should be resolved for the benefit of social impact assessment in the
final EIS. '

" The f£inal EIS should include, as an'alternative, a recreation project

which does not include a golf course and which fulfills other public
recreation needs of the area.

Sincerely yours,

BERNARD J. ROTH
LTC, Corps of Engineers
Deputy District Engineer
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-UNIVERSITY 0F HAWAII

Environmental Centor : P _]
t
Office of the Dircetor =
|
June 19, 1973
|
[
TO: Richard Marland -
FROM: Jerxy M. Johnson "
SUBJECT: EIS for Kona Golf Course IT
I have attached a WRRC review of the draft EIS for your information, i
1 *
Qur additional comments relate specifically to two areas of concern: "~
the erosion hazard involved in placing the thin layer of top-soil on the —
e xposed pahoehoe and the impact of cover material removal on the borrow }_
areas, =
The erosion hazard of the Waiaha soils is described as moderate. ~r7
The potential for erosion from the imported top-soil layer to be placed -
over the bare pahoehoe would be somewhat greater., Acting as a perching
member the pahoehoe underlying the imported seoil would tend to retard the -
 rate of surface water percolation. During periods of high intensity b
rainfall, the soil may become saturated and therefore more prone to ero- .
sion. Eroded soil may then be transported to coastal areas. —
We recommend that imﬁorted soil be provided plant cover as quickly L
as possible. In addition, if the project is approved, it is advisable _
that this construction be carried out during the drier season. P
The impact of the soil removal from the borrow areas has not been
discussed. Yet, 275, 000 to 300,000 cubic yards of soil, sand and possibly -
cinders will be needed The impact of that amount of cover material Lo
removal on borrow areas needs to be assessed before the total environ-:
mental impact of the proposed project can be adequately evaluated. —
: b
C}/M M. QT'&WNC BRE) M
~ Jerry M. Johnson =
Assistant Director :]
!
Attachment

cc: LR.ILE. Young '
WRRC :

e D
2540 Malle Way + Wonoluly, Hnwaii 06822 Thone 044 -7501
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UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII

Water Rosources Hesoarch Center
‘ Offioe of tho Dircctor

MEMORANDUX June 12, 1973
. ; "

MENO TO: J. M. Johnson
FROM: R. H. F. Youngh“
SUBJECT: Comments on EIS: Keei Gq1f Course

1. Water Quality

, The Kona Coast on the leeward side of Hawaii from Kawaihae to Hoo-
kena contain many submarine springs along the shoreline areas. During
the development and subsequent dredging of Honokohau boat harbor by the

. harbors division, fresh water springs on the sides of the harbor en-
trance were seen.  Stearns reported that Keauhou Bay had two springs
that yijelded 75 GPM (108,000 GPD) at low tide and Honaunau Bay had a .
spring yielding 243 GPM (350,000 GPD) (H. T. Stearns and G. A. MacDonald,
"Geology of Ground-water Resources of the Island.of Hawaii", Honolulu:
Territory of Hawaii, Division of Hydrography, 1946). With a high s0il
porosity and the proximity of the course to the coastal waters, fresh
water percolating to the basal ground water supply will eventually

. enter the ocean. : : e

Because of the uncertainty of the groundwater hydroldgy, more
consideration should be given t0 the type of insectide applied to the
golf course. Benzene hexachloride and its gamma isomer, Lindane, are
classed as persistant chlorinated hydrocarbons. They are slow in being
biodegraded, and are toxic to fish and other aquatic T1ife and should
not be used where there is any possible entry into coastal waters.

Reference has been made to the golf. courses at Keauhou and Mauna
Kea and the fact that the water quality has not appeared to have been
affected detrimentally. Has any water quaiity sampling been done to
support the statement oY is this a generalized presumption?

2. Demand for Golf Course

The economic justification for this golf course project is based
_ on a notion that golfing is a “suppressed” recreational activity.
~ That is, participation is Timited to a few because.of the general lack
of facilities at user cosis within the budgets of many Uresidents

' throughout the State (who) express a desire to try...." {ps 3},
o References are made to the SCORP studies (1969 and 1971} and other
o D




“J. M. Jehnson -2 -

June 12, 1973

planning documents to promote golfing in general but Tittle hard
evidence is taken from these documents to show the specific need for

the proposed project in Keei.

There are seven golf courses on the Big Island. Only one is
wholly public, the Hilo Municipal Golf Course. A1l the others are
privately run but nevertheless open to the public for play at higher
user costs than the Hilo Municipal Golf Course. The EIS should
provide statistics on public participation rates at all these courses’
to demonstrate the general lack of facilities. Projections should be
made to show how bad the situation is expected to become in the future

both with and without the proposed project.
It might be useful to te<t the so-called "suppressed” demand for

its actual existence by an experimental program of subsidizing public

participation on private courses at equivalent fees to the Hile funi-
cipal Golf Course. Such an experimental program should be alloved _
to run for a sufficiently long period to al]ow the expressed preferences

to run its course for perhaps 2-3 years, with full publicity of the
opportunities to participate but without promotion above that normally

given for the Hilo Municipal Golf Course. In the Kona area such

" arrangements should be attempted at both the Mauna Kea and Keauhou

Golf Courses in order to provide for a range of choices.

Subsidy rates should bring the user costs to the anticipated Tee
leyels at the proposed new Keei course. Care, however, should be taken
not to have all the subsidy payments go the participating private
courses. Equitable cost distribution arrangements should be negotiated
with the respective private clubs in order to present unjust benefits
to the private clubs at the expense of the general tax payers. )

In short, not enough evidence is given to justify public expenditure
of 1.5 M (1/2 County, 1/2 State) and presumably all the operating costs
by the County. Very likely much less than 50% of annual operating costs
will be covered by reyenues and over the long haul fees must be steadily
increased. What then will happen to the so-called “"suppressed” demand?
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JOHRN A, BURNS
GOYERNOR

"\

DOUGLAS 5. SAKAMOTO
DCPUTY DIRECTOR

STATE OF HAWAII

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
865 PUNCHBOWL STREET IN REPLY REFER TO:

HONOLULU, HAWAII 56813 ATP 8.2274
June 27, 1973

—— Ty cew S e e m—a Gee e

TO: DR, RICHARD E, MARLAND, INTERIM DIRECTOR
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY CONTROL

FROM: £, ALVEY WRIGHT, ACTING DIRECTOR
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

SUBJECT: DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR THE
PROi%%?D KONA GOLF COURSE AT KEEIL, SOUTH KONA,

We have reviewed the subject draft environmental
statement and following are ouxr comments:

1. Page &4 - comparable cost (fee) of otﬁér,private
golf courses should be noted. What is anticipated charges
(fee) for the proposed development? ‘

2. Page 5 - location of spwroad to serve develop-

‘ment should be shown on the plans. What is overall project

cost and schedule?

3. Page 8 - attach land use and zoning maps for
references.

. &4, Pagell - no mention of Air and Dust Pollution
Contyols.

5, Pagel2 - isn't a golf course proposed under the
State Development Plan for Kealakehe? =~ i

6. Appendix - attach island location map.

7. ©Plans for the golf course should be coordinated
with the planning project fox the Hawaii Belt Road, Kainaliu

to Papa. :
- & (oo S ¢
E. ALVEY wR—’ic‘nm o= '0
@

RV

E. ALVEY WRIGHY
ACTING DIRECTOR
LAWRENCE F. 0. CHUN

DEFUTY DIRECTOR

MUNNY Y. M, LEE
DLPUTY DIRCCYOR

NPUIUIPRERTR
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTERS 15th AIR BASE WING (PACAF)
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96553

DE B JUL 1673

Draft Environmental Impact Statement

Office of Environmental Quality Control
Qffice of the Governor

550 Halekauwila Street

Tani Office Building, Third Floor
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

1. Reference is made to your letter of 17 May 73, subject as above.

2. This office has no comment to render relative to the draft anviron-
mental impact statement for the Proposed Kona Golf Course at Keei,
South Kona, Hawaiil, ‘
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT

s
28 AUPUNI STREET * HILO, HAWAII 86720 SHUNICHI KlMU;&A
Mayor

. o . SUE '
— COUNTY OF RAYMOND M. SUEFUII

HAWAIIL

May 22, 1973

Dr. Richard E. Marland
e Office of Environmental Quality Control
- . 550 Halekauwila Street, Room 301
- Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Thank you for the copy of the draft EIS for the pr0posed Kona
Golf Course at Keei, South Kona.

We have no comments to offer.

- Qﬁ\&wm. Suec

fRaymond H. Suefuji
- irector ' ' S .
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" 'Interim Director

-

\
HAWALAN TELEPHONE COMPANY

P.O. BOX 2200 - HONOLULU, HAWAII 963805 - TELEPHONE B08) 537 7111 . CABLE: TELHAWALI

June 7, 1973

Dr. Richard E. Marland

Office of Environmental Quality Control
550 Halekauwila Street

Tani Office Bidg., Koom 301

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Subject: Draft Environmental Impact Statement for: The Proposed Kona Golf
Course at Keei, South Kona, Hawaii ' '

Ref: Your Memorandum dated May 17, 1973

Dear Dr. Marland:

We have reviewed the Draft Environmental Impact Statement and have no
objections to the project, nor to the content of the Environmental

Impact Statement.

Very truly yours;

R
Richard Mau _ _
General Outside Plant Engineer
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Hawan LEGAL SERVICES PrROJECT
LEGAL Alp SOCIETY OF Hawan

b SUITE 208 HiLO PLAZA
p 180 KINOOLE STREET
HILO, HAWAII 96720
_ TELEPHONE 9355265
OAHU
SUITE 201, COMMUNITY SFRVICE CENTIR BLDG.
: 200 NORTH VINTYARD BOULEYARD
l‘lONUI.ULU. HAW ANl 2is07
. TELEPIONE 1344308
- KAUAL
! KAUA!I CIRCUIT COURT BLDG.
| . 1059 UMI STREET
I LIHUE, KAUAL HAYAL 24766
i TELEFHONE 2412781

MAUL : June 15, 1973

2287 MAIN STREET

— WAILUKLL MAUL HAWAIL 96793

...l-

L

i1

TELEPHONE 244.3330

Mr. Richard E. Maxrland
Interim DirectoT
Office of Environmental
Quality Control
550 Halekauwila Street, Room 301
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

D'eai: Mr . Marland:

Re: Kona Golf Couxse at Keéi,
South Kona, Hawaii

’

Thank you for sending to me, for review and comments,

the draft envirommental lmpact ctatement for the Kond Golf

Course at Keei.

I have been contacted by 1ow-income people -in Kona
who are very much opposed to the golf course being built
at Keei. My examination of the impact statement has,
therefore, been more eritical than might otherwise be the
case. Nevertheless, even  from an objective standpoint
the statement seems LO be inadequate in numerous respects.

- For a project that has raised.such strong feelings of
opposition, 1 would hope that a much more thorough study
would be in order. As presently constituted, the impact
statement would almost certainly face a court challenge.

Hopefully this can be avoided by efforts th

office to insure an adequate and objective
the impact statement.
g C Yours truly,

P

. ANDREW LEVIN
~ AL:svk : _ Resident Counsel

e« s it PRy 4 A s e

rough your :
final draft of -
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OAHU

SUITE 201, COMMUNITS SERVICL CENTIR BLDG.

1200 NORTEL VINEYARD BOUL LVARD
HONOLULL, HAWAIL %4817
TELEFMHONL 114-4)02

KAUAL
KAUAL CIRCUIT COURT BLDG.
1019 UMI STRFET
LIHUE, KAUAL HAWALL 96746
TLLEPHONE 2452748

MAUIL
2247 MAIN STREET
WAILURU, MAUL HAWALL 3G793
TELEPHONE 244-3336

Hawan LEGAL SERVICES PROJECT
LecAL Alp SociETY OF Flawan

SUITE 208 HILO PLAZA
180 KINQOLE STREET
HILO, HAWAII 96720

‘TELEPHONE 935-5265

July 11, 1973

Mr. Richard E. Marland ' ’
Office of Envirommental Quality Control
559 lHalekauwila Street, Room 301 '

Honolulu, Hawaiil

Re

Dear Mr. Marland:
: Thqﬁk you for your letter of June 26, 1973.

’

I believe that
Impact Statement

96813

Environmental Impact Statemeni on '

the Keei Golf Course

submitted by Lif

the analysis of the above En
e of the Land, and the

ironmental

article entitled "Impact Study Lacks Homesty" which appeared

in West Hawaii Today on
attached), thoroughly cover the inadequacies o
statement. I would therefore defexr to those two opinions,
as anything further would pxo

AL:svk

Yours truly,

ANDREW LEVIN
‘Resident Counsel

cc: Dept. of Parks and Recreation

e

June 7, 1973 (a copy o

f which 1is
£ the draft

bably covexr the same ground.
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" study
lacks

-~ honesty

ENVIUON-
MENTAL {fmpact
Jtement preparcd by the
wwail County Planning
~apartment o1 the
praposed Reei golf course
{s essentially an argumnent
faver of consiruction
ther than an objective
ekt Bt the poasibie el{ecls
the recreational [acility
will have on Sl Rena.
And the Caunty Planning
qunisston, which has
wlore it o request for a
special permit I the polf
roprse, should refuse the
rmit uniil an  lwonest,
yough study is ‘oo
pieted by an independent
ageney.
~The two wajor faulls in
» study are its io-
nplcteness and Tack ol
metunl material, and its
erronegus cenclusion that
ather projects planned for
ith Kona will have as
ich, il not geeater, lme
pauct on the arca as the golf
course.
" ALTHOUGH the study
ts  other projecls
propased for the area, it
contains no information on
whep these projects will be
apicled.
she omlssions were
probably not accidental,
since some of the” projects

~r=n very long-rante and

3endent upon a heaithice
~al situation on buth the
colnty and state jevels,
., One such proposed
~ect is the Keatakekua
y State Historic Fark.
_ e bay was desiznated as
an underwater park by the
stute lepislature in 1970 and
—ording to the impact
tement, funds (but now
__vmugh) were allecated.

NUT THE MOST glaring

= =igslan of the study are

‘ns by Bighap Estate 1o
. __selop an arca it owns in
Honannau as a resort. The
County General Plan
T apastes the land [or
y ort developmient,
—a n rerent news Stery,

_an official for Bishop

Faelate enid developoent

v 1 nut b for snathier

|1 te fyve years, EHe soid
b aepgnlinting wihn
Maniand hon 1o dey "o
JAk e pee ol e dale nwired
(B ORI (ORI
Je e b s titement

ot e e e of the
Prermsani dievens tient

Sinwee the wenwpeaty of
DoSwp Estide 13 eientinl
1 he develspawnt of e
ol vy atd fae beiwh
pirk at mearhy Ealetrong
Point, the study whviously
« ubd pot ipnore plans (r
§ e esart develsprent,
~rhe e ate Bas erend o
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May when the station ran out of pas until Its Juoe supply
was delivered. Other statlons jn West Hawail are refusing
to scll gas to non-regular customers and many are closing
early and on Sunday because they have aiready sold their
alioted supply for the day oF weck. —WHT Pboto

NO GAS TODAY — K. Wakayama, awner of the R&W
Chevran Scrvier Station In Veaitea bas approached the
pus shoriage wilh a senee of huntor, Whea he runs out of
gas, he sy covers his pumps as shown alove. The
pumps at Lhe station were covercd the last four days in
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Counity plans Kona

o

r!'t_‘ sy A T lrl r‘* ? o Fo
@ Fiilo Pus SEerulce®

. William A,

Sae W't e 8
— o —

A CouNnTY-onerated bus
service between Kona and
Hilo ajon the northern
route,.with stops at points
in between,- may be

aperational  within six
manths at a cost of aboul §
for o round trip.
Newly-hired mass transit
direclor for the County of

Hawail, Walton E. Woods,
zaid the county plans lo
contract the rurai service
to a private bus company.

Bids will probably be
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— Several tantand peesans (uehid to the o) Kona airport

Last wechemd tor the anngal Kews Liens Cluls Carodvid 4n eide the BK, Fernamlez

perenlul fnvuclte, ~WINE

gt bbion m ot adanta M e b medosi

advertised later this month
and opened within 45 to €0
days. - .

The rural service is the
first of three pirases in the
county’s long-range mass

‘transit system, Phase two

will be the Inauguration of
bus service in Hilo, but this
operation won't begin until
after the county purchases
its own buses.

ALTHOUGH a firm’
schedule has not been
adopted, the rural bus
service will originate in
Kona and travel to Hilo,
returntn on the same day.

A one.wny trip will cost
about $2 and o round-trip

Heee is the tentotive
schedule:

—Leave Captain Cook at
6:30 a.m., return at 4:30
pm,

~feave Kailua at 7 a.m..
return at 4 pm.

—Leave Waimea at 8:30 0
a.m., retuen at 2:30 pam.

—Arrive tttlo at 10 a.m.,
leave on return np wt )
iR,
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quietly
buying
property

FOR MORE THAN six
months, Japanese intecest
have been purchat.ag
large tracts of preperty in
Kona, but because che
corporations and ke
local representallies e
fearful of  adverse
publicity, most have gine
unreported. :

The exceptions, of
course, were the larier
purchases of the former
(Dozy Eill
property at Keauhou Say
and the home of the late
Gen. Erix H. Nelson.

Total purchase price for
these two properties was in
excess of $2 millien. '

MARR ONAKA of (rild
Coast Realty and Surmio
Nakashima have acted as
agents for Japanese fi-
terest, but neither is wilag
to talk about the deals,

Mr. Nakashima is knean
o be involved in a large
purchase near Kailua. tut
has requested no public.ty
be given the saie il
development plans are
announced.

My. Onaka has cen-

firmed he is Invelved in

purchases belng marie by
Taiye Fudasan Kogye Ca.J
L1d., of Yokohama, Jaga,
but has declined to r.ve
details of the purchass.

Last weekend, officiais of
the Japarese firm were in
Kona with Stle
Stanley Hara, who ap-
parently is not direcily
involved in the purchases,
but who was serving a3
host to the group.

IT 1S now estimated t=at
Kogyo has purchased or i
in the precess of buying at
Jeast 50 acres of land in
Kailua and Kona at an
estimated value of 36
miltion.

Eventually, all of te
facts will become availatie
as the land deals e
repistered with the State
Department of Regulatecy
Agencies.

In addition to the Hili a=d

Nelson properties, Kegyois .

reported to have acqured
of o be in negotlations £2
the following property:

—A one-acre lease whith
s thessite of Ruizs
Spolling's furiner hon.e,
The property s locutd
acar the Hill residence,
Price is reportad At
£160,000,

~-32 acres mauka :f
Kahaluu Beach, probat.y

the Gomes properiv, neir .

the Kameéhamela
Developrent Co. Fut it
price is veported at abed
$1.5 million.
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lungterm  economie
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erTnutons eenclnsiong;

The  projecls  now
planned fer the Irct nren
Include the state un-
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Mamulahoa Titliway 10
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WALTER B. QUISENBERRY, M.P.H., M.D.
DIRECTOR OF HEALTH

. JOHN A, BURNS
GOVERNCR OF HAWAII

WILBUR S. LUMMIS JR., M.S.. M.D.

DEPUTY DIRECTCR OF HEALTH
STATE OF HAWAII RALPH 8. BERRY, M.P.H.,M.D, -
E DIRECTOR OF HEALTH
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH DEPUTY DIREC
P. 0. BO% 2378 HENRI P, MINETTE, M.P.H., DR.P.H.
HONQLULL, HAWAII 56803 DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF HEALTH
June 19, 1973
MEMORANDUM
To: Dr. Richard E. Marland, Office of Environmental Quality Control

From: Acting Director of Health
Subject: Addendum to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Proposed
Kona Golf Course at Keeoi, Hawaii
.Cbmments_from the Department of Health are. as follows:

Alr Sanitation

l. During the landscaping and construction bhase of the development,
' ' no burning of waste materials will be permitted.

2. Although the location of the proposed development is somewhat isolated,
care still must be taken to minimize the fugitive dust ‘emissions during
the landscaping and construction phases.

Sanitary Engineering

l. Care should be taken during construction to prevent erosion from be-
coming a major problem.

. 2. The type of sewage treatment for a comfort station will depend on the

, :
i - . .
\\_ijéi;35¢7’.Q:;7%;:ifi:abdy 5220’4("
[

comfort station's location.

Wilbur S. uapis5, Jr., M.D.
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' r‘ gi;-);RK M. MATSUNAGA M "y DEPUTY MAJORITY WHIP
] 157 DisTrieT, Hawan —
f —* WASHINGTOH OFFICK! ] , COMMITTEE ON RULES
: e o Congress of the Enited Sfateg  commmreson somcurure
¥ . STEERING COMMITTE
P ooy orrce . House of Representatives

218 Froorat, BuiLDing .

seals Waghington, D.E. 20515 , T

- ' ) June 18, 1973

Dr. Richard E. Marland

i ~Interim Director

b Office of Environmental. Quality Control
ol 550 Halekauwila Street

! . Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

—
f i Dear Dick:
— Thank you for your communication regarding the environmental
b impact statement for the proposed golf course at Keei, South Kona,
s Hawaii.
(M I appreciate your thoughtfulness in providing me with this
n mformat:.on and keeping me informed of the merits of the proposed
) golf ‘course. i
LI
Aloha &nd best wishes,
{_ §incerehr, )
- B
L Spark ﬁ fat sznaga
Membe Congress
™
!
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JOHN L. MC CLILULAN, ANK,, MAH V S
WANREH §, MAGHUTON, WAEH, MILTON T, YOUNT, H, DAR, . _1‘
JOHMN C, HTEHNIR, MILS, RUMAN L, HHUSKA, HEDN, !
JOHN O, PASTORE, A0, NOIHNS COTTOM, M.H.
ALAN QINLE, NEY. CLIFPOND P CARE, M., q . -
RODTAT C. NYHD, W, VA, HIBAM L. FONG, HAWRI . l c E D ,%{ { -~ 5 _E n
GALE W, MC GIt, WYO, COWARD W, RHOORY, MASS, TLIC ilSH c'l’l’-a- L ol !
MIKE MANSFIF LD, MONT. MAITK O, HATFIELD, OHEG. % ‘
WILLIAM PHOXMIRE, WiS. TLD STLVLMY, ALAGKA COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS :
JOSLPH M, MONTOYA, N. MEX,  CHARLLS MC G MATHIAS, JH., MO, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 :
OAHIEL K. (HOUYE, HAVAN NICHARD 9, CCHWCIKEH, FA. :
CRHEST F. HOLLINGS, 3.C. MECHAY DELLMON, OXLA. ;
HIMCH AATH, IND. . , e B
THOMAS F. CAGLLTON, MC, _}g

I.Al'.l'lDNCHILII.fLA. June lgl 1973 "

THOMAS J, $COTT, CHILF (1K 1.3
- JAMES R, CALLOWAY, COUNSIL 2

=%

Dr. Richard E. Marland

Interium Director

Office of Enviromental Quality Control
550 Halekauwila Streect '

! Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Dr., Marland:

]

I am writing to acknowledge receipt of the addendum o

to ‘the D-ra.ff Environmental Impact Statement for the Proposed .
M

Kona Golf Coursc at Keei, Hawail. -

Your courtesy in sending me this addendum is ap-

-.0

1

preciated. °

]

With kind regards and aloha,

3

Sincerely yours,

' Hiram L. Fonggi‘ k\
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June 15, 1973

Richard E. Marland, Interim Director
0ffice of Environmental Quality Control
550 Halekauwila Street, Room 30}
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Mr. Marland,

The Captain Cook Community Association Board of Directors

has reviewed as individual Directors and discussed as a
body the Environmental Impact Statement for the Kona Golf -
Course, Keei, South Kona, Hawaii.

The proposed golf course at Keei and proposed park at Palemano
Point have been two goals toward which the Captain Cook Com-
munity Association has strived for a number of years. This
Association has felt that these are two very needed recrea-
tional facilities for this area. In reading the Environmental
Impact Statement, it cleariy shows that there is little harm
and a great deal of good to come in the development of the
golf course. No where in the document is there anything which

points to hurting the interests of a single individual. It

may change the 1ife style slightly and, perhaps, the surround-
ing environment of a few, but in no harmful way. In fact, it
can do nothing but help to make 1iving a little.more conveni-
ent and a 1ittle easier for those affected. The benefits '
that a golf course and a park will bring to many, many people
of South Kona, and of North Kona, are-tremendous. Golfing

for the permanent residents of Kona is aimost nonexistent,
These enthusiasts are priced out of the private courses and,
soon, those few who can.afford it will be forced out by lack
of playing space because of priority to hotel guests.

. This Association cannot understand the motives of those very

few individuals who are so vocal in their opposition to these
proaects They cannot argue that it will hurt anyone and
their position that it should be in the North Kona area near
Kailua is certainly not to the benefit of the present true
residents of the Kona area and could only benefit the influx
of new residents of future years. We sometimes wonder about
the objectives of these individuals as they are the same
vocal objectors to every project that is presented to the
community. To bow to their vocalism at every step would
bring any progress, any improvements, any benefits to the
residents, to the young peop]e, to the area, itself, to a
complete standstill.




Richard E. Marland, Interim Director
June 15, 1973 -
Page 2

This body has gone on record as agreeing with the Environ-
mental Impact Statement for the Keei Golf Course and urging
the government of the County of Hawaii to take immediate
steps to implement the construction of both the golf course
and Palemano Park.

Yours very truly,

CAPTAIN COOK COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

Lo 2 S

Alexander R. Smitn, President
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Wednesday 13 June 1973 .

Dr. Richard Marland .
Interim Director - ‘

office of Environmental Quality Control

550 Halekauwila Street, Ioon 301

Honolulu, Hawail 96813

Dear Dr. Marland:

Life uf the Land is pleased to supply these comments in regard to:

Environmental Impact Statement
Kona Golf Course o
Keei, Soutn Kona, Hawail,.

1) Iife of the Land gupports and ggrees with the analysis of this
E.I.S. presented to your offlce by the Kona Conservation Group
through its president, Slim Tyler. It behooves your office to
look carefully and seriously at the objectlons to the project

from these local residents. They seem to have & much greater grasp
. -¢f ‘'wvhat the impact will be on -this axrea “Than the County's

Department of Parks and Recreation.

2) On page 1, paragraph 2, the . I. S. states: "?uﬁlic :
recreation areas and facilitles are seriously lacking'in the Wes

" Hawaii reglon. . " Ve agree with this statement. 'however, .

the E.I.S. goes on to say that the golf course vould, in part,

_"help to correct the reglon's recreational .deficiedy. . "

We do not believe that this statement follows logically fronm
the first. The E.I.S. presents no evidence that a golf course
woitld be & desirable recreational facility glven the life~styles
of the people in the area, Golf 1s not the ansver to the recre-

_ational problems of the area. Golf may not even be part of the

answer. In any event, the dounty should demonstrate the need
for this golf course, not assume 1b. ~

3) On page 2, paragraph 2, the E.I.S5. refers To a. joint
State-County memorandum outlining a plamning study for the
Kenlakelkua ares. “"The memorandur states in part that ¥(the
coastal areas from Keawaloa to Honaunau) should be developed
urder a4 common plan/Y

WUnhy, indeced, was this not done? Th1§ golf course appears to be

- concelved with no relation what-so-ever Lo existing or
- planned uses of the urca.” The E.I.S, makes nmo mention of the

resort end commercial developments that are now being considered

for the area., Nore Aimportantly, in ignoring such development plans,

404 PIIKOI STREET HOLIOLULY HAWAIL 96814 TILEPHONE 521-1300
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the E.I.S. fails to consider the catalyst effect the golf course
will have in encouraging development in the area,

4) on page 3, paragraph 8, the E.I.S. states: !In the past
decade golf has become an increasing popular sport with all
segnents of tlhe population on both & national and state level."

First, we question the term “all segments" in this context. It
48 much more broad reaching than it deserves.to be, . Everyone 1s
not interested in golf, In thls group ve find particularly
thnose of a low and low-to-middle income bracket. To play golf,
one needs monsy. While the £.I.S. discusses on page L the :
matter of the reduced green fees and other eXpences at & public

course, these are not the onl) expences 1nvolved with playing golf.

Everything from clubs to social considerations at the "19th hole™"
make this "suppressed sport" a very expensive one. Those who
£ish or pick coffee for a living will not be playing golf on
thie course even Af the County lets them play for free.

Second, this course is not being built on a "national or state
level." It is being built in South Kona. The popularity of the.
sport, in the area involved must be demonstrated. The broad

and over-generilized statement presented 1s not sufficient.

Accordingly, the following statement in the E.I.S., "As a result,
there has been z corresponding demand and nced for golf courses,

- especially public ones which enable people to participate at a

minimal cost," is not sufficient. The need for a. golf course in
South Kona has not been demonstrated. The question of who it
will “serve" remains unanswvexred.

5} On page 3, raragravh 9, the E.I.S. quotes from the State
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreatlon Plan (SccrP)., However, the
County is very selectlve in what parts of SCORP it quotes

from. The County inplies that the SCORP conslders golfing a
"suppressed sport.® This is not the case. .

Indeed, golf is very far down on mely of lists as a desirable
recreational activity. The Kona Conservatlon Group presented
some of the SCORP figures that the County ignored, in its E.I.S.
analysis. We couwld quote numerous SCORP tables and charts -
chowing the need for golf courses (and the interest in golfing)

s qulte low,

For example: On page 233, SCORP's Table 38 discusses the reason
o1 non-purticipation in various activities. 82% of the
respondents who listed golf as thelr favorite activity did not
prticimte because they "didn't have enough time." Only 5% did

.. nob wrwrbicipate becouse theme were '"no facilities nearby."

And, while the BE.I.S. quotes page xii of SCORP as listing
toolfing as o new activity which residents throughout the state -
desire to try. . .'", a more through investigation would lead

on to page 234 of SCORP, Table 39. Here,undexr “new activities

=
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respondents desire to try," we find golf in a three-way tie for
10th place (among Neighbor Island respondents). Only 6% of
them desire to try golf..

We leave it to your office and the County of Hawall to revise
the EIS so that a more balanced interpretation of SCORP is
included.

]

6) On page !+, paragraph 7, the E.I.S. notes that: "tourisis are
given playing priority at private courses." Will resident
golfers be given priority over tourists on this public golf
course? If not, why not? It secems only fair consiaering the
advantage tourists have on private courses.

7) Prankly, we do not see, as noted in point &4, who these golfers
(local residents--not tourists) are who need this golf course,
There are no studies presented, no figures, no eztimates,

ne nothing.

It is enough to make us wonder iE this County golf course is,
too, going to be used by tourists, not residents.

8) On page 5, poragraph 4, the E.I.S. sbates: "The area will
be covered with a minimum of elight inches of topsoil. . . . An

estimated maxinmum of 2?0 000 to 300,000 cubic yards of "top so0il
will be needed."

That, simply. is a lot of soll., The Govcrnor's Executlive Order ’
of 23 August 1971 requires that "a detalled statement by the

- responsible officiallt on the environmental impact of the proposed -

action" be prepared. This statement discusses none of the
possible environmental impacts of either: 1) moving the soil

- Into the golf course area, possible effects of runsoff before

stabllization with vegetation,effects on hydirologmy from the change
in topography, ete., or: 2) removing the soll from vnereever

it will be removed from. The founty foes not.even know where

the soll will come from. This BE7I.S. must be considered

. inndequate until the environmental effects of such massive soil

movements are discussed.

9) On page 8, paragraph 5 and page 11, paragraph 11, the E,.I.S.
notes: "It was recommended that as many sites as possible be
preserved and incorporated into the landscape of the golf course,
regardless of the evaluation of the sites! value. . . . {T)he
proposed Keel golf course would piobably be the first of its

Iind with traps and obstacles which could incorporate archaeolozical
Pronomenon within its boundries." "There will bo minor impact

on hiusboric sitos within the proposed site as most of them which
vere loeated during the survey will be incorporated into the

~landseape of the golf course."

The County's concern for historic sltes seems to be less than serlous.
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Use as an obst@cle on the 14th fairway does not seem to be a
propexr or ritting way to display historic sites, regardless of
the site's "value," The Kona Conservation Group reports to us
that, interms of historic sites: a) Kanwa Loa lies to the North:
b) the City of Refuze to the South; ¢) Captain Cook's monument
and the State'!s underwater park at Kealakelua Bay lie seaward and
to the North; d) the course itself will cover part of the area
on which the Battle of lolkuahae was Tought,

T
All four of these sites are eith?under Federal or State protection,

or there 1s aclive concern to place them under such protection.
Their unique significance is readily Inown to the people of the
area as well as to others throucnhout the State., If the concern
is foro historic sites, would not it malke more sense o leave the
area as is for now, hoping that at some time in the future we may
be able to connect the waluable areas, rather than to sepsrate
them with a golf course and talk about historic sites and os
"traps and obstacles,¥ :

Life of the Land holds this deep historic concern, and hopes that,
with time, it will be shared by your office and the County of
Hawail, .

10) On vage 10, paragraph 4, the E.I.S. notes: "The area in
whlch the proposed site is located is relatively undeveloped

and the proposed recreational complex 1s expected to increase the
nmumber of people visitving the area, particularly on, vweekends.,"

This comment acknowledges a very important point, but’'does not

g0 anywhere near discussing the environmental impact of this area
population increase. Life of the Land considers this E.I.S.
incomplete until 1t discusses the effect of increased population

" that will be brought to the area because of the golf course, as

well as the effect of increased population that will be brought
to the area because of the further development -that will be
brought to the area by the golf course.

11) On page 10, paragraph 6, the E,.I.S. states: "Some effect

on the growndwabter hydrology of the area may occur., Because of
limited information availlable on the groundwater system of the
area, the extent of the possible effect is unlkmown., INost likely,
if any effect does occur it would be due to the leaching of
materials necessary to maintain the course, such as fertilizers
and herbicides. ‘Uhether this would actually occur and whether
these would actually reach. the water table of the ocean has not
been determinea,V ot : :

Lifc of the Land is happy that the County has been honest with

.. this mtter, hovever, such honecsty in regard to & lack of

knovledpe in this arca does not £Ur411 the requirements for
Preparing an environnental impact statement. The Governoris
Bxecutive Order requires a “detalled statement., . . on the
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environmental impact of the proposed action.,” The County has not
supplied such a statement. The. leaching of such materials to
either the water table (read: the drinklng vater supply for the
people of the grea) or the ocean (read: <vhe undervater park at
Kealakekua Bay) could have serious environmental effects.

The County of Hawalil is required to discuss the impact on
hydrology, &s noted by the stabement in the Governor's Lxccutive
order noted above. The E.I.5. is incomplete until this discussion
1s included and commented on by the public and various interested
agencies, Iff the Countiy does not lmow about tine hydrology and
must make some studies--then so be 1it. Your officc should

inform them of this.

This, actually, is one of the purposes of the £.I.S. (That is},
to gauge environmental impacts and problems before the proposed

“project is implimented.- Life of the Land demands that hydrological

opportuniizs in the area."

Y

studies be completed and included into the E.I.S. before it 1s
approved. ' .

12) On page 12, the £.I.S. discusses alternatlves, Paragraph &
on that page lists as The first alternative "not to develop the
golf couwrse." The County paints this as a most dismal plcture.

“Phe B.I.8. declares: M"This alternacive may partially maintalin

the status quo of the area, dbut this is probably uniikely. It
would also allow for no goli course ox additional recreatlon

Page 2, paragraphs 12 and 13 and page 3, paragraphs 1 through ¥
discuss the funding fox this project. Some 650,000 in State
money and a similar eamount in County funds have been appropriated.
The list of other possidle uses for such large sums of mondy

ts alipost endless., The alternatives are many and the possibllities
are great,

. The Sitatc is now involved in what has been terﬁed a "financial

crisis.® There have been cubbacks in seacher.and supply funding

- by the Department of Zducation, lay-offs proposed for non-tenured

foculty and the University of Hawedi, and cutbacks for varlous
obher departments and offices. If returrned to the State treasury,
the $650,000 in State funds would no doubt be soon put to -
alternative uses, -

Spedifically in the South Kona area, 650,000 or even 81,300,000
could go a long vay towards providing a competent, carefully

. detalled, commnity involved, and environmentally sound mastver

p.an for the area. Or providing for & detalled stuwdy,
classification, md preservation of the historic sites mentioned
in point 9. Oxr any of an number of important projects,

We do not expect the County t©o develop a detailed dlscussién and

° _' 0
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XKeei E.I.S.
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anzlysis along this 1line of thought for the B,I.S5- It carried
too far, such consideration could become useless and approach
meaninglessness. Jet, Life of the Land would lilke to see the
County tale a more positive stance in regard to alternatlives,

and not to imply that tne money wAll be "wasted" AL not used for.
t£his purposc, or that the aree will be denied “recreational
opportunities.”

13) Page 12, paragraphs 5 through 7, and page 13, paragraph 1,
discuss a second alternative, that of Teleocalting the golf

course to anothexr area. The £.I.5. quickly recjecvs This alternative.

Life of the Land notes, hovevelr, that the Kona Conservatlion
Group in thelilr analysis discuss a proposed Kealakehe svorts
complex as & possible alternative,

Ve ask'that your office and the County look into this possibility'
and discuss it mors fully as an alternative plan, The E.I.S.'s
current discussion is inasdequate.

14) on page 13, paragraph 2, the .T.8. discusses the relation-
ship between snort- and long-term environmental uses. The E.I1.5.
states: Y“"Golf courses are open space and in that sense positively
enhance the ecology and natural beaunty of the environment.! . '
While we agree that golf courses are ‘bpen space’ life of the

Land is not convinced as to their value in'enhancing" ecology,
natural beauty, or the environment. We think that this comment

4s particularly relevent considering that this land will move
from one oren space use, grazing (source: E,I.5., page 7,
paragraph &), to the new goll course use. It is our opinion

that open space values are veduced in the move from pasture land
to golf course lund. ’

In the same paragreph noted, the E.I.5. states: "The greatest
value of the proposed project 15 -that a large area will be
assured of being maintained as open spacelor public use." Ve
£ind this. statement somewhatb confusing. If the "greavest value"
of this project 1is paintaining . . . &  large area. . .-

ag open space for public use," there are much bebtter ways to do
it.

Iife of the Land would like to sugpest dedication to park use,
continued grazing use, agreécultural use, or & camping faclliby
complex uso as examples of such superior open space uses.,

15) Page 13, paragraph 3, of the ©.I1.5. dlscusses ony
1rreversible and irretrlevable commitments of resources which
vwoulsl be involved in implementing the project. 'hile almost

any thing can be reversed and reclaimed, many things can get so .
entrenched into patterns that 1t 1s impossible to bring them out.
<.t As this type of resource $hat, indeed, -1t would be appropriate
© to discuss in this sectlon.
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Keel E.I.S.
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Life of the Land finds this section of the E.I.S. lnadequate,
Among the types of resources that will become entrenched in the
project will be: money, energy, time, labor, land, top soil,
and water. The E.I.S. would do well Lo discuss these Tesources
and thelr commitment in both qualitatlve and quantitative.
terns,

&

And, perhaps, the golf course will sexrve as a catalyst toward
moving the nost important resource of all--the entire land area
and its people--toward a fubure ol “growth', "progress', and
tdevelopment." Pernaps the County would care to attempt to
consider the implications of this commitment of resources.

16} On page 13, paragraph 4, the E.I.S. provides/gocial analysis.
It first provides a two sentence discussion of opposition to the
project. It then continues: 4“The objectlve of the project,
hovever, is to provide additional recreation opportunities and
facilities in the Kona area. It 1s expecited that more persons
will be able to participate in this suppressed sport 1f the
facility were developed.,"

The County. has, almost literally, ignored citizen objections to
the project., The minutes of the County Planning Commlsslon -
meeting on the matter.show numerous wellpresented testimonies
{from members of the Kona Conservatlion group, The Hawalians-~-Xona
Chopter, and various concerned private citizens,

The paragraph noted above should ‘be read vary carefully. It
seems Aindicitive of the County's attitude toward its citizens.
Who is beilng suppressed? .o

. Life of the Land believes that this E.I.S. should mot be approved

by your office. Total plamming for the entire Kona Cozst must
ensuec., WYWe camot allow the plece-neal demollition of this areca--
a golf course here, & resoxrt there, ete. The questions ralsed
in this analysis, the planning impliceations for the entire coast,
and the citizen objectlions must be dealt with-~-not ignored. A
strong voice from your offlice may well lend a push in the right
direction. Please kokua, :

Aloha
Life of the Land

Y

}'iobcr W ,gould
‘Research Staff

g

_co:' S1lim Tyler, President

Kona Conservation Group o -0
-Captiain Cook, Hawalil 96?04 :

T
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T REST input on the Keei Kona Golf Course Impact Statement wags received '
and compiled at the Junc 3, first- Sunday--of-the-month mecting of the H
ffona Conservation Group at which 36 attended. '

. Regarding the ALTERWATIVES scction on page 12 of the impact statement: 1

The: im th 2] trall + 1t
L. lleJtc giTaP ﬂt chﬁtlsog%neo%c%hg %oﬁo}oﬁguegm ?TnBoat ?Sr%oregna vh:ch waﬁ
site/susrested by nlne Kona organizations in preference to the Keei one. &

However, The location of the proposed Kealakeche Spats Complex is jmav(e)

miles Crom Kailua— gs opposed to Keei which is approxlmately 25 miles fron n
Iailua!. Therefor, which is more centrally located?

+

2. They further claim that a golf coruse near the Honokohau émall Boat Harborn
might disrupt the historical landmarx there.

ilovever, according to their own County Planning Department maps, the . L
Kecalakehe Sports Complex, as proposed by the State in both 1962 and 1963
and For which County funds were approplated, lies outside of and to the DOUuﬂ

? of the Landinark areal .
E %, They proceed to attack the Kealakehe site by stating that, "The State may im
{ algo have proposed plans for the use of their lands in this area."

i The State most certainly does! It has long-plannéd - a golf course (publicm
éu-purt-01 its spori recreational complex there. (sce the 123 page, FOALAKEHE |
DIVELOPIZYE PLAN, by, Charles Yoon & 'Assoc., 1968, prcpared for the State | a
E Depariment of Liond and Natural Resources. ) :

B I PP WP LAY

4w They conelude with the puzzling sentence, " If private lands were to be 'E},
|
' iuvolved, acquistion costs may be prohibitive."
! : There arc not now, and never have been, an rlvaie lands involved in 3
’ ' P ?
e Sinte plans vefarding the, Sports Complex at Xealaksbe. That entire section
1 g Y P

. iz State~owned land. ) - ?T;
| . W |
5. fiie County nas gone along with the 8tate proposal to put the pubhlic - ‘

iroli vourse for Kona in the Kealakehe area. (In 1971 the County approprlated
@150,000, for the Kealakehe Sporis Complex, which includes a golf course, ) o
Do.pntn this, their KONA GOLF COURSE impact statement gives the 1mpresq1 n'

i (AER Ly hnov nobhing about all of this.. and that the Kealakehe Sporls bumxlza
; peopenal never existed. _ _ n E
; Ft
-
? © |
it
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COLTBINS & QUESLEIOLS Ol BRVIROINEIILAL IMPACT STALTRIIT FOn

KOIlA GOLY COURSE, K:EI, SOUTIH IONA, IIAVAII

Page 1, Introduction, par. 2:

UIblic reerezational arcas and facilities are seriously lacking

in the West llawaii rezion in relation to the size of the population.”

Agree. But we must establish our priorities of what kinds of recrea-
tional facilivies we need, and where, how large, etc. Golfing is

a minority sport at tremendous cost,

Page 1, Introduction, par. 2:

Wihe proposed complex of which the golf course is a part would help

. to correct the region's recreational deficienty while being in a

locdtion more central to the existing population distrivution.”

Muestion: Is it a central lﬁcafion for Fona? o
Doesn't'éouth ilona, where the prnposed'hdlf course io
to be located, have a proportionately hiﬁﬂer pércentage
of low-income people (thcfgforo, non-r-olfers) than

orth Iona?

page 2, par. 2:
"he West liawaii Corridor Study statves in part that "(the coastal
areas Lrom Kaawaloa to Honaunau) should be developed under a common

Alan oM It ealls Lfor the “developrment of a smunicipal goll course

and recreation center in the area mauka of the present Iead road.!

Mhio ogtudy and all olher atudies and plans for this area lrom

‘Kawaaloa to ilonaunau should be studjed together and rewiewed by

the public. There should be agreement on the HNN plaxs and conrdi-

nation of all plang.

S T ot | Yo st e S



vitleas are

U" i :.r:; ITH 'U od L v bl PP W e R L U S T O T O R Y
} \ : !

aze 3, Recreational Aspecets, par. 2:

"Golf iz one of several recreational activities wvhich are regarded

as 'suppressed' in that participation is limited by the supply of
facilities, SCOR? statistics show a low participn%ion rate for

rolf., ‘hese sitatistics reflect the lack of golf facilities."

1o tido reason, or do many pecople prefer other Linds of aetivities?

Tapge 3, Recreational As pectu, rar. 2:

ithe 1,971 SCUIW ecites gollfing as a new activity which Yreszidents

threr cho-t the State express a desire to try....'"

Tage X7 X111 of SCRAP says: "Residents throughout the state expre:ss

a depire o try new activities. The following new recreation acti-
"desired: horoeback riding, beach camning, temnis, sailing

wmowasain canping, polfing, Lishing, slkin diving, and water slhiiing.!

TREYEEGDNE On pag3 234 of SCORP there is a tab]e~showinn LW
ACTIVINIES RESPONDENTS IROIRE TO TRY, 1lst1ng responses by State tota

Oahu total, and'neighbor island votal., The neirhbor island total

shows, in order of preference: NENIEBACGK)iding,. snaw: snninh, '17’
- [4

3
! "oy

1. attcnu outdoor cultural and educatzonal Tacilitiesn

2. horseback riding Y 2
S0V Slfllnf . . ¢ » ¢ s s s s LI - s ‘e @ 3 e . -IA .J
. ¢. beacli canping s e 4 e s s e e e o s+ 8 & s 4 e & « 10
5. atiending ouldoor concerts .« ¢ ¢ o ¢ o « « o o + o T
« bicycling . . © o o & o % 6.3 8 s o a4 & a T
7. i‘lr‘}llll,'-_'; - plC.L‘, uhOI’C . . L] - . - . [ L - - . . L] - 7
S, moMnhAain eAMING v v 4 d s e 8 v 8 4 e v 8 e 4 s '?r
9. okin diving . . ¢ o ¢ o o+ o o s o s s s s = o o+ = » T
10‘ {':OI:E . . . - - . . & . . . - . v = . . - . . . . .§-
-].1. L] '[ICIlniﬂ . - [ ] - - - . . [ . . I - L] L] . - . . . [ v pans
- T2 MUNBINT 6 v s o ¢ o o o o o s 8 o o o s o o o o o & O
‘ ll-','o Iljl'-.i]‘”': e & @ c- « s 8 ® @ « & & ® & 3 & + w. e ¥ SL'
e Llohdngs = bual, deop 000 , o 4 o 4 o 6 s 0 o ¢ o o 0 D
I-I.i. :"'l-i- l-i“' ‘i-’i}”: » . » s = . . . . . . . s » . ® s . e . ‘!r
TG A3 IrNlocoiN o v ¢ e o 0 e 6 s e e s v s e e v e B
-L?. \'.'Ll'liUI‘Bi‘.llﬂ“ e & 8 ® e & & & ® 8 & & = & + € e & 2 v = 0

1 D -
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6, panc 4, f£irst paragraphi

nphe Palemano Toint rcereational complex 18 forescen as the major

g
g heach and picnicking grea for ilforth and gouth Konae. v (it) is
expected o be used by residents from thro gt the igland as well

- as by vigitoro."
15 this what the pzople wio pack the park want? A 0ig park like this?

1. Tage 4, Da¥. As

none of the basgic purposed of 4he proposcd golf counse at rrei iz to
provide incrcnsed recreational oportuniciecs in Vest® flavaii."®

Bee #1 - question of nrioritics.

?1 Also, what are %he  other basic purposes?
3. DPage 4, par. 5t
o re _tudents paying - 1osk wp fifures at lilo unicipal Golf cowrse.

i ¢.- Pare 437 par. 63

nphe minimal couste at a public course cai be expectleds 1o atimulate

r} Freatexr participation in the spoxt.”

- | Se'n ra. . o

Ll 0. Tare 5, par.7: and Fage 10,. par.#: 32 | i
—_ Az part of the Kona water system, the Peopt. of vater Suraly plans 1o |

install a trunk 1ine %o sexrvice thie Wapoopoo ared. rnhe wroposed club-
house wo 1d most likely tap into t:is line for drinlking water. "

[

i

H
1

n R . . . .
"pot 207, HLIL LOTL, amdde a &SS0,000_approprlatlon to the VLR for
tha extension of and improvements o -the Souti lona water systom altong:

e
. the lever govermaent sasn road from Keolkea junclion vowards teel. ©1his
b peeject 18 now in the deuizn stage for the pineline and reserviiT."- |
a _
!
o tmogiion: Are o lines leading bto the golf course? ’
. pae U glimate, par. L3

3

.

wiyy e, hhn_prcvnilinn wind pattern in Yona ic a diurnal Land and
san bhreese cireulntion.” '

|
|

i |
L e !
(ues i ons Wiat are the coflects of development in +he area TaE 5

r L in.terms of air pollution? VR 5 5
L . _ |
- ' ’](:o_; p.:c't}-\-\lfla S&\bﬂ"l-b}ftjj {
}
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’ voJgune 17, 12977

Jcar I, Marland, -

4
Please clip these on to the first inercment

¢f wnabterinls we sent you.

. Joanin Fon,

-

T. 3. S0 bhat I can become gore proficient at this in the futbure,

T weold 1ike to attend your workshiop on Z.1.3. this monlth., Can you

i~% one xnow right away if:

.
‘1) admissien is opon Yo concervation leaders?
2) will I have to nay all of my own gxpenses?

Leokdng Domward Yo geedng you sonn,
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r (IR Vi SR ow Wl fenfri. ouag UUUL(L!.’.‘-, Fliaanl oUUY L 4;.U'.§A, page 2
i

+

Page S, wnder fistowic Siles, the quote from Anthropologzical Researen
I]'Lu('.‘l" atinnnl;

Mriin r cnrd t6 1olf ecourses in goneral - Lhe preposed ieed sold

Cours L.jﬁiJhnd wvould probably be the Tirst oL its Lind with _
t-nns and obliumeles Luwcu could incorperate archacolopical phumorie

non within its boundazieg M

1270 Lo rmoservation?  Yho seneral public can sce bthese hisiorienl

ot 0
LIS P Nmaing A chanes of *ctiwnb nit by 2 ol bali., fhe nollors
SRV e ouud. When they do tumm Bheir atiéntion o them, it wiil
D wemuza o Ball has rene thnre, and ﬁJLl; wouds of ahume will ua
*“"*""ﬁ“ﬁ“wae io hh:'HEZ a hi:toric Site worthy of ﬂﬂ"ﬁnr""J,ﬂr, Loy
Y at cirse fis exislonce, Dy My cic?wo;e Seine o thoe vacikn, wie.
23ordir Lo oY thell balls ang coro¢nuu AN game. ae nistoric uieeg
WIlL o diwiuibed.  Ilawvaiisn hicherie sites incoxporated inte a colf
e I fncan AUoLs and wacwilisenus,

Alco, isn's lhere anotliesr bqttl field bou1acu moku'ohal Battlefielg?

Page 9, dirst parnfrnﬂn under AT OWisR3Td:

4SS Ghe pr~“03~d site ju ownud- by the Sishpp uuLate, the County s

toen neg sotiating for come time to aequire poth the g£61L courne oiie

b

and Lhe lnlununo foiny beoach paric an a. 1o nnﬂo“*at'onu have thus
<ar been favorable from the 60unu"' _poxcpective,

lJ

19207 peopic vho have oxdﬂLUutd support for the ~olf ecourse ang/oxr tae
iulgf"ﬁn nari: »lans have done oo xludnuu P“o“ cdsa of:

. e lexge~scale QO"“Eo“nc:ﬁ rlarmed b 1"hon ~ztate asg RAIZR
ouitilined in the West Lawaii Dourias ¢ﬂrﬂCu uhun N
N. vhe size of the parviz - not one Lor Lhe n01~uoorxood To c*gcr
but Lfexr all of Torth and Soutn Lena and Anviting more insi~sat

[N

o7

M

¢. egidents in the area who will be forced ouv u1¢9c31;) —;uulIQCulj'

through -increcasecd Lazesn.

-—
-

S 1D, par, 3 under SN0 EYVJRLT"”T”AL ¢MPALT OF Tii T-0D05) ZCITQT;

Vo wffoelt on the groundwator Lydrolegy of dle arce may cccuw
B R A N T 11u¢Lbu JLJ.h.Lu-nn available on tho ”“DunddﬂnOl LTS Lem

ier aren, the exbtent nf the posaible effect is unimovi.

w? U~uhty has the resnong 3i0ILITYy of making the studies neceussary to
Cord o end Lhe probally resulls of bLhe preject. : :
o UL, pre, 3

Yook Dmedlddy will be localed more cvﬁL Ally Co thw distribubion of
nosisriiion than other facilities.t

e e ollor Jaeililiony I 4 ceniaally Localed 40 11 §s in Loty
] s
N e,

v - M .
[T RN A Y P e TR TP .

v v, sl pararaenrh (Z):

VoW e e h ni developwoni of Llis Lacility will have sona olices

i L‘--\Lxh., itcutylc nl hun nres snd ool dJuvtﬂL RIS o RBLY
oeriie b l*vc“ of the residernts of he neareut aveas \gﬁpon-oo ~NnaG
Conansu).  Suell an Impaet ard/fox digwupticen would oceuwp hnwar D,

ren 3T the golf course did mot go in but oanr proposed projecis

e - . - e it ot e i A
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CGicTiL O3 LAl FUn aCha GOLY GOURSE, KERT, BOUMI oCTA, page 5

such as ihe Palemane Peint beach pork, the Leauakehua Bay State

Histerigal lari:, the development of the water sysiom, and improves=
mends Lo tiie roads, werce to come ohout. Any ol these nwoj jecos wowtd
have the same, il not g gweater, impact on tlic area as thc golf cours

s

The vesiddnts in the arca and in liona have cipressed their vicws on
the prospect of the aluruytlon of their lifesiyles 1n lﬂtlr tuglinony & ;
before the Hawaii County Il anning Comnission o/a Au 5, 1972, :
Groafnx mnngk should be given to itnese opinions han Jast a casuwal - :
ool bhas "iie developmentd will have some effect on the existing

lifosizies of the arsa ...."

FHE

B !

[ PR

all |

Also, “he statonent quated above: MATy of these .projects would nave
i zavn, iF vet a greatew, lapact om the ares as the [ull courtn, '
fuogoebtinly ewmen un o cacwtion.  AWL ol lae olnor proje cha namta.abeve
will have offocis dcpondin: on their naturg and sise, - Tor ~umamndle,

1Hu derelopment of the water system = il it is of 1imitcd nise, to
oRVe bhb Trcal poepulatien, it is oneg tunnu, COugﬂled o A bﬂﬁ water
llnc that would cncourage QPVLIOPmCd" in 4o area. Same with all the
ouley dﬁVLIO“nbnt lisbed above. But, the development of the goll .
CONILe will bri rs the dewand for oll of these aeVL¢0ﬂn~ntu and on

a lasge scalce.

Almo, mpn park plans are tied in with the r£olf course i the sane

agrecment; wher e;orv we can not speak of Tuem separabely.

Also, viaet is the status of the pioposed Ugecenic drid v“" around tiie
goll Lou; se? We received a noue Lzﬂﬂuvn“ from the Flanning Luent.
Thnt §% was suspendéd until furtheor notice, or some Lni.h 15:n inat.

Dicose clarllj. A lot of testimony was given against this "gcendc
arive."

I“® IR =@ wE =m

7. Iage 11, last paragraph:

e
Py

X, Paze 12, par. 2: re groundwater hydrology:

.

I I3

'

! X _"’.‘..Y-,'.\ ].2, Pﬂl‘.

]
[
.

Fo

dllhw p anned recrcational complex is expected to abtiract mord poersons

Paru S nreal.t

[

P Teere ar ho visit only?

wienally, fhers would be bthe poueniial fer land ecosis to wise aue
1

-3

davelepmons ol mmeniLins,

e i1 Do or Rishop o .1te would nol be allowed Yo go Lhwough Witi

Ty Bhes erared oive away Tand Low mobhing,

{1

1
. Pk F)
crrtan pevealed wand nevoens diving areund the ddlo Hundall 7} Gnia

[
.

Yo are nng dizeelly artroetod By peoxind uy 10 the golf gz in

: . - Vo KO \
Lo spaaens of Lo walwe od Shedw propesby.! -

1t et g pond qroperly Yaves oxe conceamtd, a vheek wih e Se -

I
LY., o

e 1T, oLl cevane agricultural helowe Gae -

Ve Sto land awvound Lo Hit.e o0,

a7 courne wont in? .

N . ‘ s ) o) L s 1.
vha reices of fhe dbds at Waiakoloa (Doise Cascade Jdevelopucnt Un ;J !

i
4
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LO“Q here.  They awe velated; led's Cioecuoe them PhorowDdy and e

- -t -

-y

e o, - emmpe CCIE ] L T T ol L o S .
b" FEPITENG O’T REI ...'4.:.:_)’ YRR Gundd o0 di;uu, l-.u‘a.!'a.!., 20U i .;..9:..-1, mnge c

irhaia) are snid to be in direct wolationship vo Shelr distonce Jvom
tite pold courwo - the closor o the muls enuvune, the highexr the price.
1ﬁ0 12, unéor EUMTATIVES w0 DIE FROBOGLL ASUTOT: pax. 2:
"Unc ol she awens which hro Loeem coneddored Foonen Tae lionoleing
Gaall Beas Havhor.  Whids would pioce b el oecwriie, enone Qe
cloazy L0 thie peuoct 2wen or anilun bulk, an 1iie oliiecr wnng, zowmove
T4 aha DMawsiew Crom i buli of e nopulsivicn dn the vegion....
I-!far-.! ":‘;‘-
Wi Liceeiiehmtenenlaiene fira L8 aluo & Risbewical londnnrik o lhe
) O B e R SR wesndlen 2T JLs ell poaen 00
‘ ’u" '.u. ht.-'l‘..: y % :J i ‘,Jl“. PR VL A AR PRRTORL 6. Ay L:':.l,, ..l,‘_“'.;..._."..‘.'..:u
~oonh Wl preposd L,UJ CiRUL . W ohtibe wmaely A8 Love DTupnoud :
Jeaogne uuu ni Whely lonas in his arven, IV owiwvoate Luman weil

- L]
involved, acquisition &ostu moy be préaibitiv ve,"
2. 4he State's proposc& poli coursx is OUWSIDE the landuark area,

D, imwere are state plons for a wecle ﬁtinnﬂl compIC" in éls arLen.
Se0 ISADAKSIIE DEVeL0annry .P.i.m."., Sunve DLINR, 1906, ol C Thea
I

c. ‘fhiere is no question of private lands - tihtre is a 10u ol State land.

rage 12, lés% Hharn "ragh.' ' - a ' : ' .

PI¢ chould oo nobnu tugu evnn if tho -0l course were o be weleeaird
tuh the proposed uuvoLOﬂmunL of Polemane Toint, the waier syotow, the
socwernre sysltem and the Improvemsnts Lo the ruadu vere Lo come nbout,
cimiiay acm"ndu and 1ngac~ ”oulu ocesr in L”L area. Tis would als

a; ply to land and social values in ,1a;rca.

»

weuld a sewarage systom be put in withoub the goil course? Isn't iw

fe $he pelf course and the cubsequent devolopmnnu of the area?

iee 15, Lirst two lines:

volie ondironmental and 'ocial'*mpﬂct nec bed bto oceur Lrom the zell
A project would be the zame ro"ﬁVulcc of where the goli course
e Lo e located. "

Lhowe ic no on2 living on ihe Kealakehe lands in guection., To one would
L. aeved out, or faccd with rising tnics thot would ferce him-cuv,

Ao, idn't this Lontrndicﬁory Lo the earlicr statement that the lilo
Trid eourse did nol ralse the taxes of the surrounding LotsTi . .

imoe 19, par. 23

wep el naned ol congiie and Tuuruﬂtinnnl STVHIN A N PR

e Lieste bwe ineiiitics ave beding eomaidered begelber, o Shey
out g e pinee they are Lwn ol the Hhreecoe paxin or Lhe nrro~mrn%
St o ginhop soahkal e anag cbie County,  shouidan 'y Lhdn e be Lo LotllY
' colbe pawde plna Do dchnrnvd in desndl olso, dnstend ol anll

o 1u--!7‘-r d by wuwme?  What sare lhe euvieonmeatnl r"‘_[‘m-l,: of Lhrn poe

caejeewy cIb Gocs nobt soom L1ix Lo diuming 46 cacunlly as it do belng
} Loreinor.
ARt
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"Be ascured of being maintajnecd as open space for public use."

-t

'
—

g T

-" - a %

s oW Lis #uil kUi Gust COULSE, K, Soutn WUtA, page 7

Same paroprapnd

e ~reatest value el she proposed project 15 that o large Aren will
[ -

In placc of the vast arca now in open space, Ve will be left with
only 220 acres of open space.

Also, oshzy peerentional Lfacilities could be developed to PROBSTVe
~lin opcm opace, if some rocreational £aciiity it rust be, that wourd

be uged by more of ihe population than a goll course would, and awv
Lans cost,

vace 3, BCOTCHIC ATD SOCTAL AVALYSIS, par. 1:

nohe proposed GolL Gournd project hiaw boon 2 combeororinl ann, REARR R
Individunis ana ovganizaliiong ove eopresssd wac opinton thst chonta
vhe foli course be develeped, bthen land in the Sdutn Kona arcea witl
almost fLmmediately be developed, theorcby destroying the existing s
styles ol the arca. 1% hns also beon contended tiat the coursc vl

be mere for Louristsc than for yvesidents. The objective of the rar0j2C

nowever, is o jwovidc addisional wcereation cprorbini tiol andé, 2acit
in 4hic wonn areca. I

1
.
(&)

iz empucted wLaw mope persona will e ahlr %
warticipate in o

=4
)
i

Lie
<

o]

unnresiied sport L the facility wofe dereiopsd, ™

L ok

IS R Dda 5 eonuen aed at the v ablic neaving nf the Planming Compinl Ton
- -~ . [} ?
Ly

Ansune 3,_1973,'0r ﬁhcrnabﬁu@) tun’ the o1l coulne weuld he mea an
aiee MOV WESIDIEITES V0 WOUTD T MOVITG INL0 GiiE T DEVELOTIEHNT Anlul
s COLE CCUnSL, An eotimntod 8,800 vesidends are projecled 1n wne
g IIAWAIT TOURTSE TIPACT TLAI, VOLUIDS 1I, Pr. 108-109.

e b e

in for the statoment that bthac obggelive of tne mroject s to runvide
~ouitional recrontion oprar LBnitics s, it is not enoughi O Lnve &n
lichornble. bbjective, we mist consider all the probable resulis and
Soaecud. '

ope 15, ACNTOITIC AITD S0CIAL ATALYOIS, ool

Y pi

i, ooveefally openking, The czhimsted conh Lor develoning Luc pronnsed
o i edliny s < Ly, L0 o
L Qo o

L R \

e, npactice Langl, and oiher facitities iz hotwoon Wl.D ALL wisw
Cih. T Bae Dalemano Foind plan ih eotimated to ceot I vl nods el
Lead or o5 million oX morc, "

o bae fipure fox Talcmans coind fuw tie land purchnoe from nisunp?
Ce2r EL fov o due coruitucuiorn of the facilitics alse?

Lo Ve sy omeney already appruprinted Low inig - ox &5 it somivuede

2yt Lfuture?
S ib o Stole and County fuvaings ox only County?
Lhmdda bhe e ieeted AN or its acquisition and contruction?

.

et ' PP ek a e .
L, 1-'.-'; ,‘L""‘I‘“‘t,)":di‘tl:
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JERRUCTRNEETE S A AT AN 1 [y L}rmn‘t;y—:'.:'prw.mmrr.-d. nebivity Cow which Vhiern donoenna

ISR S R RN L AT, do oeupoeioed Flang Lhe coupmt. LG a0k T b
[N #) ;.;uu‘.’...f.;'..'

TR PRV Cevever, oot ong oot Lt sunehion vl govuxnmunt i
areitibies o8B non=nralit hanit, CrerrnLing opaba fox the WLLE iwmt=
* ) - ~ - . . - S g by g, St b pa—
inal Golf Couwnde in. fisenl yeax LYTL oo (aunounted o wou,0uu. CoLW

Lo tie taxpayex). v °
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l\r :J]_‘l.!-ﬂa::J:‘J "-':; L:.Lu Loredn dubat w2 ‘J\:‘“\-'J‘;t‘.’lj, lu..:...';l » "I-J.\.’U.J...ll. N ;1;, }_.!."'L;f: 3
. gue ol - agnin, it 1S o gu aglion of prioriticu. vhat rccrﬁ0uional ‘
Iaciﬁliticc arc Wost urgently needed by what segment oi +the pogulaLJon;
Ang at what cost?

- In congclusion, W belicve that the ois is incompletie and inagequate hecauiel
1. Tiwre io no men tion of the agresment botwean Bishop Batate ~nd

the Lountv, which oiould bring wp the guestion vhy is nisunp
witiing bo Gomavd 220 aewes o the County Lov A ol covrsed

- 2. tue Bishop Lotate asmecmeny gtotzy on page 1.0 that the Coanly ShN
cet the pATCCLS no" p'ﬁ"wuvLJ OUMNCA eee wnDl ANC ncnaed Tex il

- Dalgrene Poind nATL; L23eLore tape 3o @ nucstion of DeoT WY Driny

: foreed oud. ' .

— 30 Hlhiere ia 1o nmen Liem of vie LondT A].ntu Y30 Nl ;;1;..'3’.;3 "?TT..'LL.L I'LJ.ZTT, -.'-".‘....J'U - ::l »

P viiieh nuLllnc" the Bishep Ertatiots plans fon Lhe new cummunity -

i a Lojoure community - in this area vith an cobimated populaticn of
0,500 ncople. '

T Siace ©hils QLVOlbgTﬁnu will begin with vhe rolf coursne €O struction,

. we ot giscuss LS impact 110ﬂu vith the bolx ctursc. gut uis
the Counky has nod ﬂone. AS 8 rcualu, many peeple and grouﬁs W0

—_— want Palerano Toint park support tie goli course heenugse Lhoey Wt

P _ under the impressicon. that both Lac;13u+eo w:ll he llMlL“ in sise

— no dnat ibey willt be mainuy f£or bLhoe us the residonts in ‘the

' - aven, Moy know nothing of the QLVﬂloﬁmcnt ﬁloﬁofunu for %he nieR..
P They are nol aware thot the cnaractex of the aren will'be greatly
i cuﬂnu,d by vhe indlux of peonlo.
¢

- (o thowe ic not cﬁﬁusn informotion on +he County's siandards ¢cr

L ToEho vqr.ous typos of recreabiovial ¢10113u10u, thorafore we 407 N0

= imow thie owiowity of goli cour 5e5 . . ' '

—_ Tiat is the standaxd Fox (;olf courcses?

P fee due standardy fox nluv"roundb awimning POClu, ctec. tuat axe

- vued by a greator S sogment of The popu1a+30n being mcuf

—-i L]

—- Bincerely yours,

. ]
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- (Lo, Syl

o~ . ‘ AI-H.TT T-"r-' 1_ ’. ! “‘C'ID—.“\““ :
—_ . . LONA LOY‘"I A”IOu GROUP
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Citizens Ignored

On Keei Proposal

Say Feologists

Ny FOMRESTHAUN

NONOLULY - The County of
Hawail has been charged with
“Jmo; cilizens objections®
and failing to consider the
impact of developmient caused
by the prepes:d Ecel municipal
goll couize,

The ecelngy grouy 1ie of the
Lo today Isxsued a blislering
T-point Indictinent of the
Comty’s environmental impact
staleinent (E1IS) on e cone
treversial South Kona golf
coirse, .

“Basically, we sce the gelf
course as a celalyst for
development, . . the FIS docs

. Ml adequately evaluate the

Bonact of this development,”
actarding to the Life of the
Land stileinent.

Eolk: the County and the State
have, approprialed a total of
HLAX0M thus far for the 150
wcre course in rural Keel
Hishop Estate hos annouaced a
genersl resort development
pan for the arca, In the vichity
of the golf course,

The Counly acquired the polf
course tand from Bishop for $1 &

*year.

”~

Several public hearings have
dravn wide ofposition to the
Comnty’s planaed golf course,

The ervbzonmental impact
stalementl prepared by the
County devoles “only two
seatenees™ to dhis determined
eppesilion, aveording to Life of
the Tand,

The statewide ecology group
2o sald B golf course in Sauth
Kuna would not solve the
revreatitni ] problems of the
Isknd, which the EIS ciles
frequently,

There 15 also rothing In the
EIS ubaut the impact on South
Kona of the “thoussnds of

peaple” who would be attracted
lo the area by such & golf
coutse, avccording to this
marning’s statemnent,

There are four histerical sites .
inthe arra, said Lile of the Land
but the E1S does not Leke Liom
seriously.

Life of the Land’s statement
%as prepared by perearcler
Rebert Gould. It closely
paralicls a similar stand tsten
by the Kona Consersation
Group,

After all comments are in, the
slale Olfice of Environmental

Quality Control wili mzke a

recommendation on the preject,
Shoeld that recommendation be
e galive, State funding could be
halled.
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